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I. 


Trial and Triumph. 


iS iron Spake 
Tera 


re xe 
ie 


- 


of Peter. 


n his old age, to his fellow Christians ze 
d throughout the district of Asia Minor. It — 
s intended to be read in the Church meetings at 
e various towns where groups of Christians could 
hered ; there, doubtless, it would be copied 


is a letter written by the fisherman Apostle Aes 
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handed down to us. We shall see with what great 
matters it deals, that it has nothing whatever to do 
with Church ritual, or government, or ordinances ; 
with weightier matters than these, with much 


neglected matters it deals, matters which, if they be - 


grasped, will add dignity and splendour to our 
conception of the Christian life. It cannot fail todo — 
us Christians of these latter days good to mark care- 
fully what Christians in Peter’s day believed, and 
hoped, and held, and rejoiced in. 


I,.—Verses I-2. 


Note first—the description of the Christians. 
They are elect. | There is a word which would have 
caused a congregation of a past generation to prick 
up its ears. A word around which many a fierce 
and long controversy has raged. It would be safe 
to say that many a man has lost himself in the 
 perplexities raised by two words in this passage— 
“elect”? and “foreknowledge.” And it would be 
equally safe to say that they represent great truths 
and facts that the intellect of man is unable to grasp 
completely. I have no doubt that the word has its 
roots in the Old Testament, and that the Apostle’s 
mind is occupied with the Old Testament usages of 
the word. He is writing to those who belong to the 


ancient chosen people of God, and he carries the word mek 


over and applies it to those who have accepted the 


Lordship of Christ. Echoes of the Old Testament 
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teaching, in the atmosphere of which he has been 
nurtured, are found all through his letter, and here 
is what he says to these Christian people, Jews and 
others, “You are chosen according to the foreknow- 
ledge of God.’ He says nothing about other people 
and their relation to the choice of God ; nothing 
about their. own free will. He does not wish to 
launch them on to a stormy sea of speculation. The 
Bible nowhere seeks to reconcile the great doctrines 
of God’s choice and foreknowledge on the one hand, 
and man’s free will and responsibility on the other. 
It simply declares them. For my own part I believe 
in the choices of God, His saving purpose for men, 
and that this general saving purpose embraces all; 
and I equally believe that it is left to every man’s 
free choice, whether he will accept or refuse the 
choice of God for himself. 

But here is the great fact for these Christians in 


Asia Minor to brood over, and for us Christians in 
London. Would to God we could empty our minds ~ 


of some of their trivial contents and take these 
massive and wonderful things in in their place; 
could sit down before them and contemplate their 
magnitude. You are elect, chosen, according to the 
foreknowledge of God. From afar He saw your life 


; appearing on this planet and on a certain day, which 


had always existed in the Divine mind, He claimed 
you and you responded. The question to-day is, 
are we, in the words of the second letter of Peter, 


va 
AY 
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“Jabouring with all diligence to make our calling and _ i 


election sure ?”” Are we realising the purpose of God? 

To what are we elect? A great deal depends on 
our answer to that question. The most profound 
mistakes have been made on this point, to the utter 
spoiling of the lives of those who have made them. 
Men have judged that, because they were elect, they 


- could do as they pleased and could never be lost; ~ = 


that they were favourites of heaven and could pre- 
sume upon its partiality and look in scorn upon less 


favoured persons; and the whole history of Israel and g = 
the teaching of Scripture is against that notion. That 


history teaches that men can forfeit their election by 


presumption and folly, and by wilful disobedience re 


can defeat the very purposes of God. 
To what does Peter say we are elect? “To 
OBEDIENCE,” that is to go wherever God would lead 


us and do whatever He commands. Thereisaword ~ 


in verse 17, if you will look on to it for a moment, 
which must ever be taken to heart by Christian 
people—“ Who, without respect of persons, judgeth 
according to each man’s work” (whether he be elect 


or non-elect). Here is what God chooses men for. 


This is why He chose Israel and why He chose usin _ 
Christ Jesus, TO BE OBEDIENT. According tov.14 
we are children of obedience. Here, then, is to be 


found the test of the genuineness of your Christian 


calling, not in some ordinance through which you _ 
passed, nor in any other experience, but in your 
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willingness to obey the voice of God as it reaches 
you in your conscience, or by His word. Christ 
called you that He might lead you. Here is His 
word, ‘Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you,” and again, “If any man love Me he will 
keep my words.’ We are elect unto obedience. It is 
the only way of salvation. “My sheep hear My 
- voice and I know them, and they follow Me,” and it 
is only as we continue to follow, that we really remain 
members of the flock of Christ ; when we refuse His 
shepherding, we cease to be members of His flock. 
The passage states further how obedience is 
made possible. Let us be sure that God intends it 
and is in earnest about it, and then let us see how it 
becomes possible, as everything that God wills does 
become possible. There are two other great themes 
mentioned in the 2nd verse, viz., ‘sanctification and 
the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.” Would 
it not be quite true to say that it is through these 
that obedience is made possible ? The sanctifying — 
energy of the Spirit of God, who is given to the 
surrendered soul, separating us from the power of 
sin, exalting our base desires, extinguishing passion’s 
fires, makes obedience possible. We may be sure 
of this, that if God commands and expects obedience, 
- obedience is possible, and He will provide the means 
for it to be realised, and when God chooses you and ~ 
you respond to His choice, these are yours, cleansing 
from sin and the continuous assimilation of the 
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being to the likeness of Christ. There may be _ 
surprise on the part of some at the order in which — 


these two things are placed, obedience and cleans- 
ing. It may seem that the cleansing should come 
first, the obedience after. But we may be sure that 
the order is right. There can be no cleansing until 


there is obedience. When the heart is turned ae 


towards God in response to His call, then, and only — 


then, sin is blotted out; refuse that turning and 
there is no forgiveness of sin. The same idea is 


conveyed in the 22nd verse. When the soul cries = 


in the attitude of obedience, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do ?” then past sin is cancelled. To that 


we are elected, and it is an election of love. The 


passion of God’s heart is to make us like Himself, 
and that He might accomplish this He has given His 
Son and His Spirit. . 
EE: ; 
Secondly observe. The inheritance of the 
Christian, verses 3-5. The Apostle breaks out into 


a doxology of praise to God at the thought of it. 2 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who according to His much mercy hath | 


begotten us again.” That is how he becomes 
an heir. There is spread before the spiritual vision 
of the Apostle such a dazzling display of spiritual 


treasures that his soul is enraptured. See what lies : : 
before the elect and obedient soul. First of all he is 
made a new creature, a new spirit possesses him, a ee 


~ 
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hope indestructible, that is not of this world, a living 
hope, uplifts and fills him. Perhaps we can trace 
here the lines of Jewish thought and an appeal to 
Jewish sentiment. The Jew looked upon himself as 
an heir, a child of Abraham ; his inheritance had 
been the land of promise, &c., and it was a glory to 
belong to the circumcision. — But it is apparent from 
this passage that Peter is not trusting to that. It is 
not in his Jewish birth that he exults, but in the new 
birth, and the indestructible hope, not of any earthly 
possession or glory, but of a heavenly possession, 
and he carries these Christians in Asia Minor along 
with him in his exultation. The question is, What 
is the inheritance to which the Christian is born, 
to which he is heir and of which he has an 
indestructible hope? It rests, see v. 3, on the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead ; it is reserved in 
heaven. What can it be but a life beyond this 
present, a life of perfect goodness, of likeness to God, 
of fellowship with God, and of consequent complete 


‘blessedness ? Now it is not at all certain that this 


appeals to the majority of us with any strength. It 
is becoming a very serious question whether 


_ Christians of the present day possess and are 


possessed by the sure and certain hope of the life of 
perfect bliss which is reserved in heaven. I speak to 
scores of people this morning who never think about 
it. You are so perfectly occupied in trying to get a 
happy time for yourself here. You no more look 
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beyond the boundaries of the present time than the 

person does who works by your side and who makes _ 
no claim to the Christian faith, We think and 
believe that Christ has made an infinite difference — 


now to those who believe in Him. But we do not — 


think enough, some of us never think at all, of the — 
transcendent glory that will break upon the vision of — 
every believer in Christ when this life shall have — 


closed. The blessedness of being for ever with God 


dwells far too little with us and inspires us far too 
little, and I am persuaded that we are great losers — 


on this account, that our Christian life loses in 
dignity and worth. We are in danger, those of us 


who are Christians, of consuming our time in mere _ 
trivialities, of setting our mind on things on the — 
earth, of foregoing that noble culture of the spirit — 
which will fit it for the august and blessed fellowship 
of heaven, of never lifting up our eyes to gaze upon ~ 
the splendour of the land of pure delight where the — 
enemies of God shall never invade our peace, and the ~ 


Di he 


dominion of evil shall be unknown. We are 


strangers to the zeal with which our fathers were — 
accustomed to sing, ‘ When I can read my title clear 


to mansions in the skies.’ Indeed they are very 


little to us in comparison with the mansions of | 


the present. We are poor slaves of the present ; 


present gain, present pleasure occupy our mind — 
and thought, and not till death comes and looks 
us in the face, do we seriously turn our attention — 
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to the future. And the hope of which Peter 


¥ speaks here is not to be merely a dying hope, it 
is a living hope in the sense that we are to live by 


it and work by it. Here is his language: You are 


_ strangers here, your inheritance lies yonder, the 


earnest of it is here, the fulness of it is being kept in 
store. 

My brethren, it is to be greatly feared that we 
are producing in this materialistic age a race of 


. _ Christians who know nothing of the hopes that up- 


lifted and dignified the lives of the Christians of 
former generations. I rejoice as heartily as any 
man in the excellencies of the present generation of 
Christians, their activity, their good nature and their 
abounding charity. But their are some features of 


a modern Christian life that are positively alarming, 


and one is the systematic neglect of the Bible and, 
therefore, the prevalent ignorance of the great truths 
with which it deals, and the failure to order the life 
in accordance with its teaching. You would have no 
difficulty in discovering multitudes of Christian people 
who never touch their Bible from Sunday to Sunday, 
and of whom you could say, that it is years since they 
spent an evening in studying it for their souls’ profit. 
_ The Bible is the one uninteresting book. The result 

cannot fail to be an unenlightened Christian life, a 
shallow Christian life, a life which is well-intentioned 
but which has not been informed and fed and 


_ nourished as the spiritual life needs to be, and, there- 


12 TRIAL AND TRIUMPH. | 


fore, is lacking in those great hopes and convictions 
which were possessed by Christians of Apostolic and 5 
later days. And I would venture to plead with you to 
turn to your neglected Bible and pray to God to 
restore your love for it. Re-discover for yourselves 
the treasures which are yours in Christ Jesus. Give © 
up some of those engagements that are little better _ 
than a waste of time, that you may get a deeper cA 
insight into the meaning of life which is revealed in © 
the teaching of Christ, and may get a richer and — 
fuller Christian character. Oh, how it would redeem — 
life from vulgarity, from levity, from selfishness, and 
from shallowness and cowardice, if we could get the — 
_ vision which the writer of this letter had, and those a 
to whom he wrote, of the greatness and splendour of 
the Christian calling. | 

III. 

We can see by the 6th verse what the immortal 
hope is doing for these people. It is enabling them 
to exult in the midst of trouble. It is plain from the - 
whole letter that the people to whom it is addressed 
are passing through deep waters of trouble, they have 
been “put to grief in manifold temptations,” literally 
many coloured trials. They were heirs to a splendid _ 
inheritance, and they were being guarded, guarded 
by the power of God. His protection was round 
about them, but you observe that they are not 
guarded from trials nor temptations. These are the — 
very things that many of us expect God to guard us | 
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5 from, and they are the things which He has never 
_ promised to guard us from. Our Lord rather assured 
us with the utmost candour that they were bound to 
_ befall us. We are continually stipulating for a smooth 
and even way. He is continually assuring us that it 
_is impossible. The very things that we covet, a 
_ smooth path and fulness of bread, are the things that 
_ probably cause us to forget our inheritance. 
4 You observe the full reading of the verse. “For 
_aseason, if need be, ye are put to grief through a 
great diversity of trials.” Here are the ideas to be 
_ sorted out from that statement and made clear. There 
is a “needs be” for the trial; it is not a chance 
- happening ; it has its place in God’s plan both of 
sanctifying your own character and extending His 
kingdom ; and it is for a season. Life is not all 
trial, even the faithful life. There come gleams of 
4 light, seasons of rest even here, and if it were all 
trial it would last but a little while. ‘These light 
afflictions which are but for a moment,” that is how 
the heart upbuoyed with the hope of the inheritance 
speaks of some of the heaviest trials which man can 
know. 

_ The notable feature of the verse is the manifest 
joy of these unnamed Christians. They were put to 
grief through many coloured trials, but they were 
rejoicing, literally leaping for joy, running over with 
excessive delight. 

An all-conquering joy, that no trouble could 
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crush, prevaded their souls. What a paradox it 

seems! It is precisely the language of Paul, ““sorrow- 
ful, yet always rejoicing, having nothing, yet possess- 
ing all things.” We see clearly what was the source 
of their joy. “Wherein,” that refers to the whole of the 
‘previous passage and therefore to their inheritance. 


Their manifold trials probably included loss of reputa- — = 


tion, loss of employment, loss of friends. They 
included wrongs done to them, sufferings inflicted, 
because of their Christian profession. They were 
able to set their spiritual possessions over against all 
these and to rejoice. How very real these possessions 
must have been to these much tried people. We have 
many things which they had not: material comforts, 
honour, esteem, social prestige, wealth, ease. It 
would be worth while a thousand times over to for- 
feit them all for the joy that filled the breast of the 
writer and readers of this letter. I pray God to give 
it to us, whether these other things be ours or not. 
It may be ours, and it is worth more to those who 
possess it than all the glory of the world. 

Here is the Christian portion : Guarded by the 
power of God in the midst of temptation and trial ; 
Upheld by joy in God in the midst of difficulty 
and grief. May it be the blessed portion of us every 
one. 


Il. 


Faith Tried and Triumphant. 


II, 
Faith Tried and Triumphant. 


“ That the proof of your faith, being more precious than 
gold that pertsheth, though it 1s proved by fire, might be found 
unto praise and glory and honour at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ : Whom not having seen_ye love ; on Whom, though now 


ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice greatly with joy 


unspeakable and full of glory : receiving the end of your faith, 
even the salvation of your souls. Concerning which salvation 


_ the prophets sought and searched diligently, who prophesied of 


the grace that should come unto you: searching what time or 


what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them 


did point unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
_ Christ and the glories that should follow them. To whom tt 


was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, did they 
minister these things, which now have been announced unto_you 
through them that preached the gospel unto you by the Holy 
Ghost sent forth from heaven; which things angels desire to 
look into.” —1 PETER i., 7-12 (R.V.). 


E left the Christians of Asia Minor in our last 
study rejoicing amid manifold trials, rejoic- 

ing, not in their trials per se, but in their inheritance 
as Christians and in the salvation of which their 
heavenly inheritance was a part. They had some- 


thing which enabled them to endure trial without 
a 


a. 


18 _ TRIAL AND TRIUMPH. 


murmuring or breaking down, endure it triumph- 
antly. Even trial, hideous as it was, was not able 
to quench their joy. To-day we begin in verse 7 with 


a consideration of the uses of trial, perhaps we may — a 


say the necessity for it. 


I.—Verse 7. 


It has come to these people to test their faith, 
and if we take the metaphor of gold-refining which 
is used in the verse, to cleanse their faith also. 
Later on in the letter Peter calls it the fiery trial,andhe _ 
seems to say here: It is necessary that your faith be _ 


tried, a faith that has not been tried is not the most 4 


precious. It is friendship that stands the fiery trial : 
that is really worthy friendship ; not the friendship of 


the fair weather, but that which survives the storm _ 


and abides through the dark days, that is much more 


precious than gold. It is love that has been allured 
and threatened, and even doubted, and that survives, _ 
that is infinitely precious ; and faith in God is not 
seen to greatest advantage in days of easy prosperity, 
when all goes well, but in days of gloom, of pro- 
tracted domestic anxiety, in blow after blow of 
adverse circumstance; then, when it abides, it is .— 


found to praise, and glory, and honour, then men 
come to believe that there is something in religion. 

Do you not think it possible, my brethren, that 
our Lord sometimes sends trial to His disciples in 
order to demonstrate to outsiders what faith can | 5 
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enable a man to endure, to show that there is really 


_ something in it, to turn their attention towards it, to 


_ lead the outsider to believe in and trust their Christ ? 


Doubtless a part of the trial of these Eastern 
Christians was the loss of their friends, of their trust 


and honour. _ Instead of receiving these, which are 


always precious, they received their distrust, and 
anger, and reproach, which are always hard and 


- bitter to bear. The words of the Master had come 
- true in their case, as they have in many a case where 


people have been entirely loyal in heart to Him, 
“A man’s foes shall be they of his own household,” 
and under that strain many a man has broken down. 
He has slackened his zeal and abated his fervour and 


_ stifled some holy impulse, because he could not bear 
- to lose the good will or to incur the anger or the 


scorn of somebody dear to him. And the faith that 


can survive that, the fidelity to Christ that can bear 
that strain, is proved to be genuine, and we may 


remark in a parenthesis that it is very likely in the 


end, if it resolutely endure, to win over the angry 


and contemptuous one. It was to this that our Lord 


referred in words that have puzzled some, “ He that 


_loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy 
of Me.” A man must not be untrue to Christ even 


for the sake of retaining the love of his best loved 


_ friend, or his greatest comfort. 


There is no doubt also that the trial that tests 


faith refines it. It becomes purer, stronger, more 
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unselfish and beautiful in the testing, even as the - 


faith of the first disciples did by the trial of the 
Master’s sufferings and death. It seemed to suffer 
a temporary eclipse when they all forsook Him and 


fled. But all will agree that it was both purer and © 


stronger for the ordeal through which it had passed. 


Where it stands the test, it is “found to praise, _ 


and honour, and glory,” Peter says. Weare disposed 
to ask whose? and he does not say. We should 


naturally say, it is to the praise, and glory, and 


honour of Jesus Christ. What worth there must be ~ 


in His religion when a man will give up what is 


dearest for it! When he can bear sickness, dis- 


appointment, loss of money, bereavement, without # 


rebellion, without complaint ; and correspondingly, 
how a man discredits his religion and his Master 
when he is just as impatient, and depressed, and 


bitter under the strokes of misfortune as other men. — 


How’a man can glorify Christ in the furnace of 


trial and how he can dishonour Him, as he bears it ~ 


or breaks down under it ! 


It is not, however, to Christ alone that the | : 


Apostle applies these terms, “praise, and glory, and 
honour.” He is looking on to the unveiling, the 


showing of Christ to the “end of all things,’ which 


he says later on is at hand ; then he says the faith of 
these Christians will be “found to praise.” Of 
course the words may refer to Christ. He will come 


to be glorified in his saints and admired in all them 
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that believe. But I would fain think that the words 
refer to the Christians also. Their firm faith, endur- 
ing through all trial, clear through until the Lord 
comes, will be to their praise, and glory, and honour 
also. And this will be praise enough, and glory and 
honour enough, the manifest joy of Christ expressed 
in the words, “Well done good and faithful servant 
.... enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Mean- 
_while He is honoured every time the faith stands the 
test of fiery trial. 

4 be 
Secondly, verse 8 gives us the secret of their 
strength to endure trial. It was in their realisation 
of the unseen Christ. They were rejoicing in their 
inheritance as we saw last week ; they might well do 
that. They are also doing more, viz., rejoicing in 
_ Him who had made the inheritance possible. And 
they had never seen Him. The man who wrote this 
letter had. He could write, “This voice which came 
from heaven we heard when we were with Him in 
the holy mount.” He knew precisely what Jesus 
looked like ; he had pressed His hand, sat by His 
side, travelled with Him, slept with Him in the open ~ 
air. He would never forget the tone of His voice 
and the look of His eyes. _ He had seen Him hang 
on the Cross; after He had risen from the dead ; 
ascend into heaven. What memories they were, 
humbling, as he thought of his own foolish and 
unworthy behaviour ; thrilling, as he thought of his 
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Master ; and when he wrote to these people he had 
to say, ‘you have never seen Him, He is to you the 
unseen Christ.” They were precisely like ourselves 
in this matter. But mark you, my brethren, we may 
also be like them in these things—they had never 


seen Him, but they believed on Him, which issimply 


another way of saying that they trusted Him ; which _ 
is also saying that He was a great living reality. 
They had never seen Him, but they loved Him. — 
They could have answered the questions put to — 
Peter by the side of the lake in the early morning; _ 
they could have said, “Yea Lord, Thou knowest _ 
that we love Thee.” He was real enough and near 
enough to them for them to love Him. ss 
Further, they had never seen Him, but they 
were rejoicing in Him, and the Apostle seems to be _ 
labouring with words to describe their joy. He said — 
that they were rejoicing greatly in their inheritance, 
verse 6. He uses the same word here, but it isin- 
_ sufficient ; and he goes on to say that their joy is too _ 
deep for words. Your deepest joy, like your deepest Fe 
sorrow, is inexpressible, it shews itself in your looks, _ 
in your very walk. How asad heart makes a drooping _ 
and weary gait. How sorrow writes its lines in the _ 
face, there is no need to say.a word. Even so, there _ 
is no need for one who is in deep joy to tell you so. _ 
It would be an insult to ask, “Are you happy?” — 
The shining rapture of the face, the spring and — 
buoyancy of the step tell their own story. Such was _ 
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_ the joy of these people. They did not go about | 
_ shouting “Hallelujah” ; they were simply robed in 
~ a deep and radiant joy, unspeakable and full of glory. 
And their joy was in Christ. | That is the great 
_ point forus. You have an idea that you must go 
somewhere else for your enjoyment. There is a sort 
of sentiment abroad, even among Christian people, 
which runs something like this: We cannot be too 
strictly religious you know, there must be a little 
relaxation, like the servant girl who said to George: 
“Macgregor, that she thought she could be a 
Christian if she had one day off a month just to 
enjoy herself. We smile at that, but I verily believe 
it to be the idea of many people: You must go to 
_ Christ for duty and get away from Him for a little 
joy. There are many of us who have not got the 
| length of discovering joy in religion. We are under 
the law and not under grace. } These poor persecuted 
and dishonoured Christians in Asia Minor could 
teach us something. Pray do not pity them; they 
- would forbid that if they could speak to us. 
My brethren, |we have not got the right side of 
the religion of Jesus unless we have found that there 
is a joy in it, finer, deeper, more beautiful, than any 
- the world has to give, a million times greater. It 
is so great that, when people have found it, they 
want nothing else, and they look with amazement 
and pity on what other people call joy, J 
What was the ‘real joy of these Christian people: 
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Forgiveness of sin ? hope of a blessed immortality ? 
These were parts of it; really it was fellowship, loving 
fellowship with the living Christ. He was with them 
when they met, and when they separated; when 


they rose in the morning to begin the trying day, © 


and when they lay down tired at night. And that is 
just what many of us have never known. Christ is 


not a reality : as for fellowship with Him we never — 


think about it. We work for Him; we even pray in 
His name. He is not a living, bright reality, and so 
our religion does not bring us joy. It might, a joy 
which we could set over against all disappointments. 
It does to some Christians. I believe that I speak to 
some people whose only real joy is in their religion. 


Everywhere else there is disappointment or provoca- ._ 


tion. They have proved the truth of the Master’s 
saying, “In the world ye shall have tribulation.” 


Bless God, my brother, if you can say also that you ~ 


have proved the truth of the complete word “ but in 
Me ye have peace.” 


Ill. 


Thirdly, notice the effect of this realisation of the 
living Christ, as stated in verse 9. Receiving the end 
of your faith, literally the consequence or the result 
of your faith. The logical outcome of a realisation 
of Christ is the salvation of the soul ; the one flows 
naturally and spontaneously from the otner. Is it 
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not obvious after a moment’s thought that such is 
the case ? Suppose that every morning, as soon as 


we woke, we realised that Christ was near, that during 


_ the day, as we went through our duties, I in my study 
or in public speech, you in your home, office, or 


going your commercial rounds, the light of His 
presence broke again and again through the clouds 
of care and worry and provocation, is it not 
absolutely certain, not only that we should do better 
and more faithful work, but that we should be better 


_ because wiser, stronger and more unselfish men and 


- women ; that the passion for money or for pleasure 


or for mastery would be eradicated, and every desire 
for sinful delight gradually withered to its very roots ? 
Would not His presence, His approval, far more than 


~ compensate for any loss or sorrow that might fall 


upon us, and would not those sad failings which 
others see in us and which distress our own con- 
sciences in our better moods, disappear as by a 
natural process of elimination from our lives? Iam 


c: confident, my brethren, that there is no other hope 


for us. Itis not of our own struggling will, but of the 


_ power which comes through fellowship with Christ, 


through His strength flowing into us, that we shall 


enter into the joy of salvation, and our lives shall 


come more and more into the light, and we shall be 
able to glorify God. 
And more than that will come. No man is truly 


saved by himself alone. As surely as that takes place, 


~ Dated PS tae ra 
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he will thereby consciously and unconsciously exert 
a saving influence over others. If you look at the 
Revisers’ reading of verse 9, you will see that they 
leave out the personal pronoun, and so it reads, 
“ Receiving the end or result of your faith, the salva- 
tion of souls,” others as well as your own, just as 
by the magnetism of their joy the first disciples drew 
others to Christ. A fulfilment of the Master’s word, 
“He that abideth in Me and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit.” The secret of the 
successful soul winner is found in fellowship with 
the living Christ. 
You will see by the remaining verses of this _ 
section that salvation, wrought through Jesus Christ ; — 
that transformation of character which begins witha __ 
man in moral rags and filthiness, in bitterness and 
foulness of spirit, that cleanses, sweetens, enriches — 
and ennobles, until it sets him secure in holiness and 
purity, cured of the propensity to sin, at God’s right © 
hand for evermore, is the chief subject of all the 
verses of this section. And it is the wonder of the — 
ages. Prophets, both of the Oldand New Testaments, is 
sought and searched in extreme diligence into its 
deep contents. It was so wonderful that the angels 
who had never known sin were profoundly interested _ 
in it, and were seeking to fathom its depths. How 
man could be forgiven and saved from death, cleansed 
and cured of foulness and coarseness, selfishness and — 
evil passion, through the vicarious sufferings of 
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- Christ and the sanctifying energy of the Spirit of 
God : this was the theme that engaged the attention 
of the noblest minds among men, and of those 
heavenly intelligences who serve God in holiness in 


a the temple of His universe. 


There are some of us in whose breast it stirs no 
curiosity and creates no interest. How a man can 
be saved from the guilt of wasting his life in trifles, 


from the guilt of neglecting God, from the condemna- 


tion of the living Christ who poured out His life in 
agony of soul toredeem us, from the eternal ruin which 
must fall on the man who will cling to his sin— 
these things upon which the attention of saints and 
apostles, the angels of heaven, and even God Him- 
self is centred, are nothing to us, compared with our 
_ pleasure of yesterday and our gain of to-morrow. 
We are interested in everything else but in this, it 
will scarcely find a place in our thought to-day. If 
that is so concerning our own salvation and that of 
- others, far and near, then a man absorbed in discuss- 
_ ing the colour of his gloves when his affairs are on the 
verge of immediate ruin, or a woman discussing the 
shape of her hat while her child is in a burning 
_ building, were mild folly compared to ours. If we only 
realised, as for example Paul did, the sublimity of the 
- subject, its vital and eternal importance and solemnity, 
we should say as he did, there is nothing else 
worth thinking about by comparison, and all other 
pursuits, such as that of wealth and pleasure, for 
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their own sake, are a mere waste of time by the side 


of the quest for salvation which includes within it, 
Soodness and everlasting life, 


ITI. 


The Seriousness and Strenuousness 
of the Christian Life. 


ane? 


Ill. 


The Seriousness and Strenuousness 
of the Christian Life. 


3 “* Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be sober and 
set your hope perfectly on the grace that ts to be brought unto 
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ ; as children of obedience» 
not fashioning yourselves according to_your former lusts in the 
time of your ignorance : but like as He which called you ts holy, 
be _ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living ; because tt is 
written, Ve shall be holy ; for Lam holy. And tf ye call on 
Him as Father, who without respect of persons judgeth accord- 
ing to each man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning tn 
: fear: knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible 
things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers ; but with precious blood, as of 
a lamb without blemish and without spot, even the blood of 
Christ ; who was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the 
world, but was mantfested at the end of the times for your sake, 
who through Him are believers in God, which raised Him from 
_ the dead, and gave Him glory ; so that your faith and hope 
might be in God.” —1 PETER i., 18-21. 


J E might call our subject this morning the 
seriousness and strenuousness of the Christian 
life. The first word of verse 13 points back, and 
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these verses are a conclusion to the foregoing argu- 
ment. “Wherefore,” he seems to say, “set your- 
selves whole-heartedly, seriously, to the Christian 


life.” It is very interesting to glance back and see ~ 


the consideration on which the exhortations of these 

verses are grounded. The Christian people in Asia 

Minor were chosen according to the foreknowledge 
of God, born again to a living hope of an incorrupti- 

ble inheritance being kept for them in heaven; 

guarded themselves as heirs by the power of God; 

filled with joy and rapture in the realisation of the 
living Christ in their midst, 


They might have concluded, as . people have in= 


some periods, that therefore they had nothing to do, 


nothing but to rest and rely on their election, and — } 


anticipate with unspeakable rapture their future 
reward. The doctrine of election, the anticipation 
of the heavenly inheritance, has been supposed to 
spoil people for present Christian activity. But that 


is where they have been grossly misunderstood. <A 
drunken man, picked up from a ditch into which he 


had helplessly fallen, in a Northamptonshire village, 
was heard to express the confident conviction that- 
if he had died there he would have gone to 
heaven, as he was one of the elect. It was not so 


far away from the easy confidence of many people _ 


in these times who conclude, that because they were 


converted years ago and are Church members, all is. 
well. Now upon that kind of easy and shallow confi- 
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dence Peter breaks here and says to these chosen, born 


_again, heirs of heaven, “Gird up your loins, do not live 


loosely. Have done with trifling, pass your time in 
fear, put forth your most strenuous endeavours. All 
that you can think of in the way of God’s electing 
grace is but to serve as a stimulus and incitement to 


the utmost endeavour on your part, and you are 
never to presume.” 


Let us mark in detail what he says, “Gird up 
the loins of your mind.” Slackness, dilatoriness is 


the great failing of our modern Christian life. 


Religion is not the main thing with us, it is the by- 


play of life. Money, pleasure, these are the things 
that men give their minds to, that they are in deadly 
earnest about. You see that we are urged not only 
to gird up our loins, but the loins of our mind. It 
is not merely the emotions that are to be engaged 
in religion, but the intellect also ; we are to think, 
_and to think strenuously, on what it means to belong 
to Christ, and not to belong to Him; on what it 
_ means to be faithful, and unfaithful. It is at least 
possible that some of us have never given our minds 


to religion ; we have never seriously thought what 
it means and what is involved in it. We passed 


_ through an emotional mood, or we were swayed by 


custom, and without any deep thought we joined the 

Church, and without any serious thought we take the 

bread and wine of the Communion. We have not 

realised that to live the Christian life requires mind, 
2 


ae iy 
ats : 
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“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy — 
mind.” “Set your mind on things above.’ ‘“Gird 
up the loins of your mind.” Think, and think with 
the mind wide awake and concentrated on the things 
that belong to the soul. 

“Be sober.” Etymologically the word means — 
“do not drink,’ in its large and general meaning, 
“Do not allow self-indulgence.” Through the whole 
of this paragraph you find echoes of the teaching of — 
the Master, which had sounded through the chambers 
of the being of Peter, and here is the echo of a much 
needed word to-day, “If any man will come after 
Me let him deny himself,” not in the things in which — 
he is compelled to deny himself, nor necessarily ins 
things evil; but in things legitimate under certain — 
conditions, in things that are good and which yet — 
keep a man from the best, as good things often do. — 
There should be no such thing as self-indulgence in — 
the life of a Christian, He is to be a “child of © 
obedience,” obedience, not to passion and fashion, : 


but to the will of God. He is “elect unto obedi- — 


ence,” and he is to put forth his uttermost effort to — 
make his calling and election sure. He is to be 

absorbed in the passionate desire and endeavour to 
be ready when his Master shall call for him, and in © 
order to that, in order to the highest usefulness, 

then he must say no to tastes, and desires, and — 
appetites, which other men indulge. In dress, in é 
sport, in amusement, for the sake of Christ and His — 
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cause, for the sake of the Christian name, for the 
_ sake of his needy brethren, let him be sober and 
_ practise self-denial, or he may miss the grace which 

is to come to the faithful at the appearing of Christ. 


Verse 14 is in a line with this. We might for 


_amoment contrast “ignorance’”’ here with “ mind” 


in the previous verse. The two words are opposed 


- to each other in the original, and we might easily 
. proceed to show that it needs no mind to live an 
_ ungodly life, you have only to let go and drift. It 
_ is really a blind and ignorant life, oblivious of the 
_ things which are of most vital importance. | 


Then it should be observed that the word 


_ “Just” is not of necessity a word of evil meaning. 


it may mean é sires either good or bad, and the real 
oe a ~ Maps 
' meaning of eee 


is that we are not to be fashioned 


_ by our desires, and especially by the desires which 


“were ours before the converting grace of God 
reached and won us. We are to be children of 


_ Obedience and not children of impulse. There is no 
_ greater fallacy in life than that commonly cherished, 
_- that because we desire strongly anything, especially 


an excuse, as some do, for having done an unworthy 


if it be not evil in itself, we may have it, or to make 


_ thing, that we were possessed of a strong longing 


ak 


and desire for the same. We have not learned the 
secret of the Christian life until we learn that all our 
desires have to be subject to the will of God, and 
that in obedience to that will we shall be compelled 


F itis 
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to combat strongly some of our desires, and deny 
and suppress them. 

' -'The verse suggests a great truth, viz., that when 
a man becomes the subject of the converting grace 
of God all things become new, including his desires. 
He is not to be governed by the ambitions that 
governed him before. He is not to be ruled by the 


passion for pleasure, or wealth, or power. New 


objects are to claim and excite him now; and it is 
difficult to understand how a man who has passed - 
into the ranks of the disciples of Christ can continue 
to desire or care for, and indulge in, the same 
pleasures which attracted him before. If it is so, is 
not the reason to be discovered in the fact that he 
has never really become aware of the infinitely 
greater things to which he has been born again ? It 
seems to me, at any rate, that we have something 
to do with the renewing of our own desires. “ Put 
off the old man with his deeds,” says Paul, “and 
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge 
of Him that created him.” “Put away anger and 


malice, and evil speaking.” “Lay aside every 


weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset you,” 
and give yourselves to the race. Do not fashion 
yourselves according to your former desires, when 
you were ignorant of spiritual things and were just — 
drifting. | Set your hope, not on the things that are — 
passing, but on the grace that is presently to be _ 
brought to you at the unveiling of Jesus Christ. — 


~ 
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Believe that to be found blameless then will be 
_ worth more than all the glory of the world. 


‘Verse 15 contains the heart of this paragraph. 
Salvation is the subject of the preceding paragraph, 


holiness of this. ‘Like as He who called you is 


holy, so be ye holy in all manner of living.” We 
are called to holiness, we are elected to holiness, 


_ There may be some mistake as to what holiness 


means. You may manufacture a style of living out 


_ of your own consciousness, and brand it holiness ; 
_ it may be a miserable travesty of the thing itself. A 
- good many of the people whom the Church has 


canonised are unworthy to be called Saints ; hermits 


and monks, who retired from the abodes of men and 


lived entirely useless lives, producing nothing, 


~ rendering no service, starving their bodies and 


coddling their souls, were supposed to be extra- 


_ ordinarily holy, but the New Testament would not 


call them so. The pattern of holiness for us is Jesus 


- Christ, living in the midst of men, sharing their 


pleasures, work, temptations, sorrows, serving men - 
every day; and when we ask, “ What is it to be 
holy ?” the answer is, “ To be like Christ.” Not that 
He was reckoned holy by the so called holy people of - 


His time. They were shocked by His free ways 


again and again. He was neither a scrupulous 
ceremonialist nor Sabbatarian. He broke through 


_ their petty restrictions, violated their religious customs 
over and over, and declared that religion was a spirit 
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and not a form, life and not ceremonial ; and when 


you ask in the presence of Jesus what holiness is, 


there is only one answer, it is to do the will of God, 
to consult that will at every turn, to do it as the very 


first thing in life, to do it from the heart; and that — : 


is not easy, ceremonial is far easier, many things 
called religious are easier. But it is the only way 
into the Kingdom. The holy man is the devoted 
man; devoted, not in his acts, but in his very motives, 
to the will of God. He reads the Bible, not as an 
end in itself, but that he may know what the will of 


God is, and strengthen himself for its performance. — 


He prays for the same purpose, the first thing, the ~ a 


only thing he wants to do, whether men praise or a 
blame, call him saint or demon, is the will of God. _ 


He isa child of obedience. : 
Of course there is a deeper meaning to the 


term holiness. We are not only to do the will — 
of God, we are to be like Him. “Like as He 
who hath called you is holy, so be ye holy.” — 
That means likeness to God, and that comes in the — 
pathway of obedience. It is the work of God’s Spirit — 
in us, but it only comes to those who seek to do the - 
will of God. Obedience is the only way to God-like — 
purity. We have not to wait until we are good to | 


obey, we are to begin as we are, accepting the 
authority of Christ before it becomes easy to obey, 


and ease comes with practice. The first thing, the step — “ 


that counts, is the surrender of the life in obedience, 
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~ then “He giveth power to the faint, and to them that 


have no might He increaseth strength.” Putting 


ES yourself where God can rule and use you, there is no 


v 


doubt that you will become like Him. Reflecting as 
a mirror the glory of the Lord, we shall be changed 


_ into the same image. Only let it be clearly under- 


stood that this is the thing that God has called us to, 


a and allofus. “ Without holiness no man shall see the 


Lord.” It is written, “ Ye shall be holy.” It is the 


: purpose for which Christ died, to purify us unto 


- Himself a holy people, that His Church should be 
_ holy and without blemish ; and the statement of Peter 


here is very comprehensive, “in all manner of 


living,” not only in your religious manner, but in 


iy 


your secular manner. There is no loophole of escape 


- from that, it isa net that encircles the whole of life. In 
work, in play, in things social and political, com- 


mercial and domestic, we are to do the will of God. 
There are various considerations brought before 


- us in verses 17 to 21 which should strengthen our 


desire and purpose to be holy. 
The first is that it is the desire and stron of | 


- God for us, we might even say that it is the passion 
of God; that is at least a part of the meaning of 


verse 17. You call on God as Father, He has be- 
gotten you again to hope and trust. Remember that 
the office of Judge is not set aside by that of Father- 
hood. No one is so careful about the life of his 
child as a just and good father. He will see good 
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where other people fail to see it, and he will see fault 


where they see nothing. Out of God’s purpose, that 
you should be holy, will come a close examination 
of your deeds, down to their very roots. A holy God 
can never be indifferent to the character of His chil- 
dren. A being, whose very life is holiness, cannot 
be careless concerning those related to Him; and the 
condemnation of One who has lavished love upon 
you, and which must ever fall on unworthy living, is 
far more awful than the condemnation of a fierce and 
unrelated judge. Therefore, “pass the time of your 
sojourning in fear.’”’ Let awe steal into your souls at 
the thought of the holiness of God; give room in 
your life to the fear of falling short of His purpose. 
Be afraid of grieving God, for there can be nothing 
in the world so terrible as His displeasure, and it 
must fall.on unworthy living, whether in saint or 
sinner. There is an incentive to holiness, brethren, 


the man who fails of it grieves and disappoints God, - : 


and is excluded from His joy. 

The second consideration in the verses is the 
cost at which God seeks to make us holy. He does 
not come to us saying the bare word, “ Ye shall be 
holy.” From behind the Cross of Christ He speaks 
that word, and the Apostle says here, “‘Be holy, for 
ye have been redeemed,’ literally, “ransomed.” The 
word conveys the idea of slavery. What from ? 
“Your vain manner of life.’”’ Mark the term; put 
all the emphasis you can on the word vain, it means 
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useless, empty, foolish, and whether we realise it or 
not, we may apply those adjectives to every life that 
1s lived here that is not holy, and we have been 
ransomed to holiness, This at least is God’s intention, 
and if we have not been so redeemed, it means that 
_ the purpose of God has been frustrated. 

Indeed verses 18 and 19 are related to the whole 
paragraph. Set yourselves seriously to live the 
_ Christian life. Be alert and sober; give your mind 
to it; seek holiness ; for you have been ransomed 
from vanity, frivolity, light-mindedness, by that which 
is infinitely more precious than silver, by nothing 
less than the pure life blood of the eternal Son of 
God. The precious blood was shed ; the precious 
life laid down, that you might be ransomed. In view 
- of that, and the fact which it reveals, that God is 

tremendously in earnest about your redemption, who 
can be light and trifling, who can regard life as some- 
thing to be spent in sport and amusement or 
self-pleasing ? 

The thing which you call harmless may be a 
criminal waste of time. Your devotion to what you 
call innocent pleasure, which prevents you from 
entering upon any work for the good of the humanity 
for which Christ died, and indeed from giving your 
mind to any serious pursuit, may bring the con- 
demnation of God upon your life. It is not only the 
vicious life, it is the vain or silly life, the unworthy 
life, the life lacking in noble spirit and endeavour 


42 : TRIAL AND TRIUMPH. 


that our Lord must condemn, and from which He 
died to redeem us. oat |: 

There is only one other thing to be said, a thing 
that some will refuse 1o believe, and it is this: The 


holy life, the life set to serious purpose, the life of 
self-denial for the sake of Christ and men, that is — 


devoted conscientiously to the doing of God’s will, _ 
is the truly happy life, the life that is infinitely satis- 
fying, the only life of true peace and joy and bliss, 
of joy too deep for words, as we saw in our last study, — 

the only life worthy of being lived by those who 
look forward to living with God for evermore. 
I would to God that some of you would set out upon _ 
that life to-day. It is yours in God’s intention ; it — 
may be yours in actual possession. Miss it, and what- 
ever else you gain, you have really lost all; you will 
have spent your time in pursuing trifles, and will 
arrive at the end of life facing the unknown, empty- 
handed and unfit to see the face of God; with a life 
to hold up before Him whom some of you have 
called Master, upon which He can only pass His — 
condemnation. O that a nobler strain might be 


awakened within us by the Spirit of God this day, 


and that we might resolve that we will live a life 
worthy in some measure of the electing grace of God | 
and of the Cross of Jesus Christ. It can be done, 


and that by every one of us. There isa word which _ 


begins and ends our lesson for to-day, the word 
“hope.” We are to set our hope perfectly on the ae 
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grace that is to be brought to us (verse 13). Our faith 
and hope are to be in God (verse 21). It is God’s 
will, His passionate purpose, that we be holy. There 
is no hope and no use ultimately for the man who is 
not holy. 

The grace which we need He will supply. Let 
us bend our energies to seek it as the pearl of great 
price, and believe that God will cause our quest to 
end in perfect satisfaction, peace and rest. 


IV. 


The New Life Generated and 
Sustained. 


IV. 


The New Life Generated and 
Sustained. 


“Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience 
to the truth unto unfergned love of the brethren, love one 
another from the heart fervently: having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth. For all flesh is as 
_ grass, and all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. The 
_ grass withereth, and the flower falleth: but the word of the 
_ Lord abideth for ever. And this ts the word of good tidings 
which was preached unto you. Putting away therefore all 
_ wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and- all 
evil speakings, as newborn babes long for the spiritual milk 
_ which is without guile, that_ye may grow thereby unto salvation ; 
- tf ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” —1 PETER i., 22— 
ii., 3 (R.V.) 
HE centre of this passage is the first three 
words of verse 23. It expresses the great 
_ fact which is ever to be borne in mind by Christian 
people. “Ye were born again,” so he speaks in the 
3rd verse. The doctrine of the new birth is not 
peculiar to St. John, as some have averred, it is clearly 
taught by Peter also. And this is it, the change 
which passes over a man when he comes to Christ is 
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so radical and thorough, that it can only be defined _ 
in these terms: He has become a new creature ; 
he has been born anew; a new life has been be- 
gotten within him by the energy of the Spirit of God. 
He lives from and towards a new centre; new E 
motives inspire him; he is not hisown; he hasa | 
new Master, even Christ. He does all things now — 
for the sake of Christ.. He lives not to please him- ~ 
self but to please God. Do let us understand this, — 
my brethren, let. us recall it, to mind. .To be;agam 
Christian is not to leave off certain things andto 
start doing certain: other things. We may do that — 
without making any change at the centre. It may be 
just a re-arrangement of things at the surface ; = 
probably such a change would affect the character _ 
and spirit in some measure in time, but do let us 
realise that the Christian life is not merely change of — 
habit ; that may take place from unworthy and im- 3 
pure motive. The Christian life is change of heart, _ 
where that takes place change of habit will be sure — | 
to follow, but it is more, and more radical than 
change of habit, it is change of spirit, change of out- 
look, you have entered into a new world, you are — 
stirred by new and holier ambitions and desires and _ 
loves. You are dominated by a new motive; the — 
love of Christ constrains you now. It is not your ~ 
passion to gratify or amuse yourself : your passion 
is to reach spiritual joys, to be holy, to do in all — 
|_ things the will of God, ; 
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Now there are two things to be observed about 

_ this new life : (1) The means by which it is generated, 
and (2) How it is to be sustained. We shall see 

some characteristics of it in the course of our 


meditation. 
Le 


Ye were born or begotten again, says Peter, by 
the living and abiding or eternal word of God ; and 
-when we come to ask what the word of God is, he 
tells us, it is the word of good tidings which had 
been preached among them. That is, the gospel, 
the truth as it is in Jesus, had been proclaimed 
among these people, they had believed it, which 
means they had acted upon it, for there is no 
belief in the New Testament sense apart from 
action, and it had been the means of producing 
the new life. ‘ Being born again, not of corruptible 
_seed, but by the word of God.” Now I would not 
maintain for a moment that the phrase “the word 
of God”’ is to be confined exclusively to the written 
page. Peter declares in the last verse that it has 
been the spoken word among these Christians. , I 
believe that God can speak to one man’s heart 
and conscience by another man; that Frances R. 

Havergal’s prayer may be answered : 

* Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee.” 
God may use the lips of a little child, un- 
consciously on its part, to convey a word of rebuke 
4 
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or encouragement to my soul, which I shall feelin my _ 
conscience to be the word of God. And one cannot _ 
help feeling sure also that God may speak direct to 
the soul of man, as He spoke directly to the soul of 
Saul of Tarsus, without any human medium whatso- — 
ever. At the same time we may say that the good — 
tidings, as Peter calls it, the truth as it is in Jesus, — 
the gospel of God’s redeeming love, is the basis of 
all God’s speech to men, and is the instrument to be ~ 
mainly used in producing the new life under the 
quickening energy of the Spirit of God. In the 
previous letter to this. in the New Testament — 
Scriptures, James says of the implanted word, ““TtassS 
able to save your souls”; and Paul says of the © 
same gospel, “It is the power of God unto salva- 
tion.” Of course the word may not produce any — 
such effect. The pure gospel may be preached here © 
and elsewhere, I trust it is, and people who hear it; ee 
and who like to hear it, and who would detect a 
false or jarring note in any exposition of it, may be 
not one whit the better for hearing. You may think 
that hearing the word is a duty that ends in itself. 
You may quite forget that the raison d’étre of — 
preaching is either to produce or to sustain the new _ 
life. I read in Hebrews iv., 2, “The word preached 
did not profit, not being mixed with faith in those — 
who heard it.” There are times when every serious 
preacher asks, cui bono? “Where is the good? I 
go on preaching what I believe to be the word oS 
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2 God, lifting up the lofty Christian life, declaring the 
___ reality of spiritual pleasures, urging to holiness and 
unworldly living, and there is the same callous in- 
___ difference on the part of some, on the part of others 
____ the same shallow mindedness and self-satisfaction, 
the same love of amusement, the same persistence in 
_ worldly pleasures, the same distaste for spiritual exer- 
cises and conversation on spiritual things.” It seems 


; to him sometimes as if the people who listen to him 
_ are laughing at his passionate earnestness, as if 
hearing were a formality, or a pretence, and that he 
= had better either change his note or strike his tent 


and go elsewhere. 
_-—---—s Well, whatever happens with regard to the latter, 
_ the former must never happen. If people are not 
interested in the gospel, we must not take to preach- 
ing something else. If the scholars cannot be 
_ interested in the Bible the teacher must not bring a 
es story book. I have nothing to preach but salvation by 
_ Jesus Christ and His Cross, by the work and holiness 
of the Spirit of God, and if these things go down, I, 
for one, will go down with them, for they are the 
very heart of the truth of God, and are capable 
of producing new life. ‘DO WE BELIEVE ?”’ is 
the question which has been discussed recently 
in one of the daily papers, and echoed from 
scores of pulpits. The real answer to that question 
is to be found in our life. If its ruling aim 
is pleasure, amusement, money, with only a very 
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subordinate care for the things of God, then, 
whatever we say, we do not believe in the New 


Testament sense, and it might be just as well for us 
to admit it to ourselves at least. He who really — 


believes has been born anew. 
Il. 


The second thought to be emphasised is the — 


sustenance and management of the new life. Always 
remember that the newly created spiritual life needs 
to be sustained, It is in forgetfulness of that fact 
that some of our most fatal mistakes are made. It 
is as truly in need of nourishment as a new born 


babe, and it will become feeble and languid and fade 
away and die, without care ; not God’s care alone, but © 


yours. God entrusts you with your spiritual life as 


He entrusts a mother with her babe, and it may _ 


perish through neglect. One is greatly impressed _ 
with the number of solemn injunctions laid upon | 


Christian people in the New Testament, especially in 
the Apostolic writings where immature Christians 


are dealt with. I begin at the end of our passage | | 


this morning (i1., 3), “Ye have tasted that the Lord 


is gracious.” That is quite enough for some people. 


Having seen the grace, the love, the tender mercy of 


God, they lapse into carelessness as though doing ~ 


were a deadly thing, whereas the most deadly thing 


in life is spiritual inaction. Note here what the — 


Apostle says, “ desire,” long for, the foou of the word ~ 


that ye may grow thereby. Your business is to grow 
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_ unto salvation ; you are not “saved” in the largest 


sense when you are converted. Salvation is a bigger 

thing than that, it is a process that goes on until the 

man stands before God without spot and blemish. 
You will observe here, as elsewhere, that the 


_ new life is to be nourished in the same element and 
by the same means as that in and by which it was 


created, the food of the word. The WoRpD is given to 
us for the very purpose, if I may drop the figure for 
a moment, of informing, illumining, energising our 
life. I go over again this pregnant sentence of the 
Apostle’s. I apply its test to my own life, “That ye 
may grow thereby unto salvation.” There he gives 


expression to the purpose of God for every newborn 


soul. Not that it be perfected off hand, saints are not 
made at a stroke, but that it may “ grow unto salva- 
tion.” And I ask myself : Have I grown in character 


_ during this year, whose sands are swiftly running out, 


and during the years of my Christian life that go be- 


fore it? Am I more of a saved man? I know some 
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people of whom I should say if I was their judge, 
that they have grown the wrong way since I have 
known them ; they are less disposed to spiritual exer- 
cises ; they lean more decidedly to the fashion of the 


. _ world ; love of pleasure, love of display, love of ease 


has grown, and proportionately, love of prayer, love 
of others, passion for the salvation of others has 
waned. Perhaps what I can see in them is intended 
as a mirror in which I can see a reflection of myself, 
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If my life has deteriorated, and it is the easiest thing 

in the world as people grow older, may it not be 
because I have ceased to desire what the Apostle — 
calls the unadulterated milk of the word, the Bible 


not watered down by easy going sentiment ; that I S 


have failed at various points to test my life by its 


searching words, and to shape it by its eternal truth ?__ ‘ 


Shallow and anzemic Christian life is the nevi 
result of neglect of the Bible. 
You cannot fail to be impressed with the 
responsibility with which the Bible credits us here 
and elsewhere for the cultivation of our own spiritual 
life. ie 
Three illustrations of that are found in this 


passage: We are commanded to desire the un- = 
adulterated word, as if a man could govern his — 


desires ; to put away wickedness and guile, as though _ 
a man could divest himself of habits of thought and 
speech ; to love one another intensely, as if we 
could command our affections. 


It is a most important point; it suggests a pro- 


cess which is to be continually going on in us. The 


cultivation of one set of desires and faculties, the 


suppression of another. We are not to be the slaves 
of feeling, or passion, or desire ; we are to be masters _ 
in our own house. You can cultivate a passion, or _ 
you can neglect it: you can nourish it, or starve it. 


When a man is born anew, the desire for the word _ 


of God is natural ; all depends now on whether he 4 
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minister to or neglect it. The love of pleasure is 
stirring in you; you can nourish it, or master it. 


_ What is more, according to 11., 1, all manner of evil 


things may appear in the breast of a truly converted 
man. “ All wickedness” may include a whole brood 


_ of pestiferous things. A man who has been born 


anew is not going to have an easy time of it. Accord- 
ing to this passage, he may be moved to guile and: 
hypocrisy and envy and evil speaking and every kind: 
of wickedness. If he is, what is to happen accord- 
ing to this passage ? He is not to say, as the manner 
of some is, “I have been a hypocrite, and now I had 
better give up.” Suppose some of us were to feel 


that we really had been hypocrites, only playing at 


the Christian life, and not really living it. What are 
we to do ? lay it aside ? What? the Christian life ? 
No, the hypocrisy. You can, by the strength of 
God you can. It is His will, and He worketh with- 
in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure. 
And you must search your heart, see if there be in it 
envy, tendency to speak evil, tendency to deceive, 
any wicked way, and by the strength of God’s Spirit 
rise in your manhood and womanhood, and say, 
“They shall be put away.” Otherwise they will ruin 


your spiritual life, and make growth unto salvation 


absolutely impossible. That habit of yours of trifling 
with the truth, of exaggerating for the sake of effect, 
that tendency to speak evil of others with that loose 
tongue of yours, inclined to utter harsh judgments 
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of people you do not like, unless you master it, will 
literally ruin your soul. Always realise that if some 
things are to grow, other things must be fought 
against, discouraged, put away. They cannot exist 
together in the same breast, and you must choose 
which shall live. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
O may God help us to welcome the right things into _ 
our lives and to discourage the others, and above all — 
to welcome into our hearts His truth and to do 
homage to it, the homage of obedience. That is the 
true way to cleanness of heart. We purify our 
hearts according to this passage by our obedience to 
the truth. 

I have reserved until last the exhortation of — 
i, 22. It deals with the crown of all the Christian 
graces. Our Lord and His chief Apostles are all at — 
one in insisting that love of the brotherhood is the 
sure sign of the new birth. “ By this shall all men 
know that ye are My disciples, that ye have love one 
toward another,” is the word of our Lord. ‘We 
know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren,” says John, while 
Paul declares that “if we have not love we 
have nothing and are nothing.” Here is the 
true unity of Scripture in the great essentials, 
and Peter lays great stress on it and puts it most — 
strongly—“ See that ye love one another from the 
heart intensely.’ Let us accept the word and 
realise that this grace, above all others, is to be 
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fostered and developed in our hearts—“ Love one 
another from the heart intensely.” Not scorn one 


_ another, nor criticise one another, nor ridicule, nor 


exasperate, nor even judge one another (that is 
distinctly forbidden), but intensely from the heart, 


love, cherish goodwill, the desire and purpose to 


serve. Do not love the world, do not love pleasure, 
do not love money. These are distinct command- 
ments to Christian people in the Word that liveth 
and remaineth. But love one another passionately, 
enthusiastically. It is the proof positive of your 
new birth. The more perfect Christian, in his own 
esteem, is to love intensely the less perfect Christian, 


_and the less perfect is to to love the more perfect. 


The one who is rebuked by the unworldly example 
of another is to love the one who rebukes him, and 
the rebuker is to love the rebuked. Young Christians 
are to love older Christians, and Christians with 
theological differences are to love one another, for 
there can be no true love of God apart from love of 
men, Ah, my brethren, we are rebuked this morning, 
we always are when we let the word of God search 
us. We have not loved one another, we have some 
of us loved the people who did not care for spiritual 
things more than we have loved the truly Christian 
soul, We have sometimes been very impatient with 
and have almost detested Christian people, truly 
Christian people, who differed from us. We have 
not done much for the brotherhood, we have been 
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too much taken up with our own affairs. We are 
rebuked, but we are encouraged also. We can 
make a new beginning, we can lay aside the weights 
and sins that have hindered our advancement. 
Thank God that for us all there is forgiveness for 
the past and grace for present and future needs. 
Let the word inspire us, do not allow it to fall on 
stony or thorny ground. Let it inspire us to a 
resolute determination that we will henceforth set 
ourselves to live the full orbed Christian life, and to 
be, not almost, but altogether Christ’s. 


V. 


The Christian Church a Temple. 


V. 


The Christian Church a Temple. 


“Unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of 
men, but with God elect, precious, ye also, as living stones, are 
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spirttual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
Because tt 1s contained in scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a 
chief corner stone, elect, precious: And he that believeth on Him 
_ shall not be put to shame. For you therefore which believe ts 
the prectousness: but for such as disbelieve, the stone which the 
builders rejected, the same was made the head of the corner ; 
and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence; for they 
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they 
were appointed. But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye may 
shew forth the excellencies of Him who called you out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light: which in time past were no 
people, but now are the people of God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy.’—1 PETER ii. 
4-10 (R.V.). 


E pass in this paragraph from the considera- 

tion of Christians as individuals to the con-: 
sideration of Christians as a community, from the 
- description of the life of the individual to that of the 
Church. And like the Apostle Paul, in the Ephesian 
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letter, Peter talks to us of the Church under the figure 
of a temple, having in the background of his own 
mind the picture of the splendid Temple at Jerusalem, 


which many of his readers knew and remembered so 


well, and which would soon be destroyed. He has 
just been telling them (i., 22) to see that they love 


one another, and perhaps one of the first ideas in _ 


this image of a temple is that the Christian has not 
merely to live-his individual life, he is also a part of 
a Society, a Society which is to be organised and 
each member of which sustains a living relation to 
every other member. The Church is not a mass of 
building material thrown together anyhow, but that — 
same material shaped rather, and placed into position. — 
The very idea of a building suggests design, harmony, 
symbolism, service. Ye are not only “living stones ”’ 
but “living stones built up.” An ordered community 


of living men, vitally related to each other, is theidea 


of a house. They must be animated by the same © : 
spirit, for a house divided against itself cannot stand. 
The matters brought before us then are—the character 
and the function of the Christian Church. Itis not only 

a community, but a community of distinct and 
specific characteristics of its own. It is our business 

to see the distinctive marks as they stand out before 

us. 

I 
The first thing is the foundation of the temple 
or, if you please, the basis of the Society. Here, as 
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in all fundamentals, Paul and Peter are at one. 
Jesus Christ is the corner stone, the living stone 


~ Peter calls Him here. Mark the terms, ‘To Whom 


coming, a living stone..... ye also as living stones 
are built up,” and in verse 6 we get the expression 
“chief corner stone.” The plain inference from 


such figurative language is that each member of the 
Church is vitally related to Jesus Christ. The 
primary condition of membership lies in this con- 
nection ; it is not that a man is moral, and respect- 
able, and intelligent, and orthodox, but that he 
personally is resting his life on Christ and has 


entered into vital personal relations with Him, that 
makes him a member of the Church. A Church 
then is not to be tested by its numbers, or its wealth, 


or any such standards, which men most commonly 
use, but by its vital relation to Christ. Being built 


on Him involves the shaping of the life according to 


His ideals, and its ministry by His ministry, and its 
whole life being under His direction and influence. 
No one is in His Church who has not first come to 
Him and rested the life om Him. 

And the cohesion and unity of the whole building 
are effected and secured by the corner stone. ‘We 
love one another because we love Him.” ~- The 
Apostle uses a word to describe the corner stone 
which is rather a favourite word with him, 
eVour faith,’ he says, “is precious,” ye. have 
been redeemed with “precious’”’ blood, and Jesus 
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Christ to God, and to all who really build on Him, 
is “precious.” It is a most expressive word, and 
perhaps we had better leave it alone without trying — 
to define it. It stands for what is rare and at the 
same time costly or of great worth, and it is quite — 
evident by i., 8, that these Christian people had come 
to realise the preciousness of Christ, that He was to 
them the chief among ten thousand and the 
altogether lovely. Perhaps we might say that a 
professing Christian may test the quality and worth 
of his Christian life by his estimate of the worth of 
Christ. If He is poor to you, if He is less to you 
than your pleasures, if His will is less to you than 
your own wish, then the tide of your life is low. 
Perhaps it is because you have latterly given no 
thought to Him, you have not remembered what He — 
has done for you, and all the wonder of His being 
you have not contemplated. 

It is well for Christian people to realise that. 
Christ is not precious to everybody. He is a 
despised and rejected corner-stone to some; they 
do not build on Him, they think they know better, 
they are not going to entrust their whole life to 
Christ. Some of them believe in some sort of 
remote connection with Him, but as for being 
altogether His, that is another story, and they have 
not come to it yet. According to verse 7, it is only 
people who believe, that is who build on Christ, who 
come to see His preciousness and to receive of it. 
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It is perfectly true that His worth is only perceived 
_ by the heart that trusts Him. Others stumble at 
Him. Why? Because they are disobedient. You 
can never understand Christ until you obey Him. 


_ When God calls you, He calls you to obedience, 


and it is a part of His law that obedience is the 
organ of knowledge, a part of His appointment, 
inherent in the very nature of things, that the soul 
that will not obey shall stumble; they shall mis- 
understand Christ, shall come to believe, e.g., that 
His yoke is a galling yoke, that it really is not 
necessary to obey Him, if only you are harmless and 
well disposed towards religion; shall think that 
they can slight Him and that it will be all the same 
in the end; shall stumble at His mercy and love, 
and instead of being awed by its splendour into a 
fear of disobedience, shall lightly trifle with it and 
presume upon it, and shall fail to see that it might 
_ have been a far better thing for them never to have 
_ heard of Christ, but to have been born in the heart 
of Africa, in its seven-fold darkness, than to have 
lived amid a blaze of light and to have been untrue. 
There is nothing so terrible in its effect on character 
and destiny as the refusal to obey Christ where He 
is made known. O for a people who are Christians 
indeed, who actually and every day build their lives 
on Christ ! 
II. 
The next point following on in natural order is 
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the character of the Church of Christ. A Spiritual © 
House, not political or national, not a social club 
with a dash of religion thrown in at convenient 
seasons, and the members of which discuss every-~ 
thing save spiritual matters ; not an intellectual, or — 
ethical, or musical, or echeney charitable society. 
Spiritual is the word, and it carries everything else 
with it that is worth carrying. An institution that is — 
truly spiritual will be ethical, for God is a God of 
righteousness. Social it will be, for spiritual men 
will find out each other, and philanthropic it will not — 
fail to be, for no man loves men like the spiritually _ 


minded man. He will not love the silly pleasures — 


in which you waste your time, but he will love you — 
and pray for you. The grave danger is that a 
Society called Christian shall try to be all the other — 
things and fail to aim at being spiritual, It is a 
hard struggle to keep spiritual things uppermost, to — 
get any spiritual conversation. We all tend to drift 


away into a total neglect of the spiritual life, and we — 


need every day the reviving breath of the Spirit — 
of God. 
III. 

Observe further, that in this house Christians — 

are the priests. In some senses this is the most im- — 
portant part of the section for to-day. Consider the 5 
quarter from which it comes: from the man who — 
seems to share with the Virgin Mary the headship of — 
the Church of Rome. The man who is supposed to _ 
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~ Church, which makes a holy place within the Church 
into which the unhallowed foot of the layman may 
_ not come, and which insists on coming as inter- 
_ mediary between the soul and God. When we 
appeal to Peter himself, how this claim on the part: 
of popes and priests vanishes into the nonsense that: 
it really is ! 

He seems particularly careful ; in both verses 
5 and g he says, “ Ye are,” not we the Apostles, but 
ye the commonalty, the obscure, unknown by name 
hristians, the rank and file, despised and persecuted, 
é are a holy priesthood, and a royal priesthood, 
_ which means, if it means anything at all, that every 
saved man belongs to the only priesthood there is in 
the Christian Church. We Christian people would all 
nite in repudiating any priestly authority over our 
oul and our conscience. We pity from our hearts 
priest-ridden people, and pray that God will keep 
that yoke from our necks. But, my DreetEeD a 
a ‘more serious question remains behind, viz. : Are we 
prepared to accept for ourselves the position ere 
to us here? Let us ring over the terms that Peter 
uses ae and if a peal out our condemnation, 


a iet us rather ee so to live that it shall be- 
- come Be cxventy music to us. Here are the terms ; 
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Peter insists upon them. He would put the robes — 
on us believers in London to-day : 

A spiritual house. 

A holy priesthood. 

An elect race. 

A royal priesthood ; children of a King. 

A holy nation. (How he insists on that term). 

A purchased people (not with silver and gold). 

The people of God. 
Will you write them out and place them in your 
Bible, moving them every day for your daily reading ; 
will you hang them on the chimney piece in your 
bedroom, where you can see them as you kneel 
down to pray, and where your eye can light on them 
when you awake in the morning; and will you, — 
dear friend, think that that is what God intends His 
Church to be, and what He can make His Church, | 
nay, what His true Church, which is found in all the 
Churches, really is approximately? And will you 
take the Christian life seriously, and begin to live it 
seriously, believing that this is it, and there is no 
other that is truly Christian, that this great dignity is 
what you were born again to, and what God called 
you out of darkness into His marvellous light for ; 
that you might be a part of the glorious temple of 
God, in which He dwells, in which He is worshipped, 
in which His presence is revealed, and in which you 
are one of the priests ? 

I said just now that the word priesthood, holy 
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priesthood, was in some senses the most important 
word in the passage. What does it mean ? (Depend 
upon it,God meant all Israel to be priests originally, 
and the appointment of the tribe of Levi to that office 
was, in some senses, a backward step, an accommoda- 


__tion to the need of the hour, done because of the un- 


fitness of the nation generally to fulfil God’s purpose). 


It means one who is set apart to the exclusive service 
of God, who dwells always in the house of God, and 


_ therefore it means that to the Christian the house of 


God is everywhere, and all common duties become 
sacred. Then what is his office? To offer up sacrifices. 
What sacrifices ? Himself first of all, “I beseech 
you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.” “Your reasonable,” same word as verse 2, 


_ “ spiritual service.” “Ye are a purchased people.” 


What else ? The true representatives of men to God. 
He wears the white robe for men’s sake ; that he may 
give thanks for men who give no thanks for them- 
selves ; plead with God on behalf of men, as Abraham 
pleaded for Sodom, and Moses for Israel, and Paul 


for the Jews. That is a part of the business of every 


Christian, to confess men’s sins to God, to seek His 
mercy, to intercede for His converting grace. To 
care enough for men to pray for them, and to plead, 


even in passion, on their behalf. Here is the old 


word: “I have set watchmen on thy walls, O 
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Jerusalem, who shall never hold their peace day nor 
night. Ye that are the Lord’s remembrancers take ~ 
ye no rest, and give Him no rest, till He make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” The Church does not 
know what it owes to its praying people. 

There is another form of sacrifice for the 
Christian priesthood. Paul mentions it, Phil. iv., — 
18—I have received the things which came from you, 
“an odour of a sweet. smell, a sacrifice acceptable, 
well pleasing to God.” There is not only the offering — 
of ourselves, nor only the offering of prayers and 
intercessions. There are the offerings of love given 
by Christian hearts for the support of God’s work 
and His workers, and when such are given from an 
pure heart, and especially when they are given at 
cost to the giver, they have a right to the definition, — 
“spiritual sacrifices.” The money you give for 
the support of Christian work, for the enterprise — 
of foreign missions, for the cheering of a weary 
worker, out of love, is a sacrifice, acceptable, well | 
pleasing unto God. ae 

But there is another side to the priestly office, — 
and it certainly pertains to the Christian Church and — 
individual. We have to represent God to men, which — 
is the more difficult function to fulfil, and which no — 
one can adequately do. Certainly no one can do it — 
who is not bent on attaining to personal holiness, 
and who does not long with something of the long- — 
ing of God for the salvation and blessing of men. I — 
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mentioned Paul just now as praying for Israel. May 
- I recall once more his most memorable words, “I 
say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience 
bearing witness, that I have continual sorrow and 
heaviness of heart, for I could wish myself accursed 
from Christ for my kinsmen’s sake, according to the 

~ flesh.” 

The rational fact is that no one can at all truly 
represent God to men, save as he lives in fellowship 
with God, and as God shines through his life, such 
life being a temple in which the Shechinah glory 
abides. It is only a very little bit of God that any 
one of us can represent to men. It takes the whole 

Church to represent God to men. Some part of 
- Him shines through many temperaments.. In one 
| His compassion for lost men may be uppermost, in 
another His passion for righteousness, in another 
His indignation against sin, and in yet another His 
pity for distressed and suffering souls. What is to be 
remembered is that a part of our high calling 

is to show forth the excellencies of Him who has 
called us. God is strangely dependent on men for 

the glory of His name and the honour of His cause, 

and we, each of us, who name the name of Christ, 

are honouring or dishonouring our Master every day, 

and we do it in our daily work and our daily deal- 

ings with men if we do it anywhere. There our life 

is lived, and there we are making the name 
“Christian ’”’ fragrant or offensive before the face of 
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sincere and earnest people, making them believe or 
disbelieve that there is something in religion, some- 
thing distinctive, something satisfying, something 
that uplifts the character into conscientiousness and 
usefulness, and joy in serving others. Not that we 
need conclude that the ‘excellencies of God” will 
call forth the admiration of all beholders. There are. 
many people who are blind to the beauty of holiness, 
and to whom anything more than a merely formal 
religious life, anything like consecration, is a curious 
eccentricity or an intolerable offence. The chief 
business of life is not to make ourselves agreeable and 


acceptable to such people, or indeed to any people, but _ a 


to study to show ourselves approved unto God, to. 
catch some glimpse of His glory and to let it shine 
in our lives. Whether people about us praise or 
blame, so to labour that now and in the great day 
we may be accepted of Him. 

It is a great and impressive thought that this 
Church, that you and I, may be the living temple of the 
most High and Holy God, that men may find some- 
thing of Him in our lives, that we may be the means 
of directing some to find their true life in Him. That 
our whole life may be a temple in which, in the com- 
monest things, we may offer acceptable sacrifice to 
God. Itis the highest calling on earth, and there is no 
higher that we know of in heaven. God grant that we 
be not altogether unworthy of it. We shall not be if we 
resolve more earnestly to live to His glory alone. 


VI. 
Duties. Personal, Civic, Domestic. 


VI. 


Duties. Personal, Civic, Domestic. 


‘* Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, to 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; having 
your behaviour seemly among the Gentiles ; that, wherin they. 
speak against you as evil-doers, they may by your good works, 
which they behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. Be 
subject to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake: whether 
it be to the king, as supreme; or unto governors, as sent by 
him for vengeance on evil-doers and for praise to them that do 
well, For so ts the will of God, that by well-doing ye should 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: as free, and not 
using your freedom for a cloke of wickedness, but as bonda- 
servants of God. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honour the king. Servants, be in subjection to 
your masters with all fear ; not only to the good and gentle, 
but also to the froward. For this ts acceptable, of for con- | 
science toward God a man endureth griefs, suffering wrong- 
fully. or what glory ts tt, if, when ye sin, and are buffeted 
Sor it, ye shall take tt patiently ? but tf, when ye do well, and 
suffer for it, ye shall take tt patiently, this ts acceptable with 
God.”—1 PETER ii., 11-20 (R.V.). 


HE Apostle has just been reminding the people 
to whom he addresses this great letter that 
they are a temple, a priesthood, a purchased people, 
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who are called to show forth the excellencies of 
God to whom they belong, so he has set before 
them their high calling as Christians. 

He proceeds in the passage now before us to 
sundry exhortations as to the way in which they are 
to prove and show the fact of their Divine calling 
and to live worthily of it. There are three depart- 
ments of life covered by these exhortations. They 
are personal, civic, and domestic. We shall examine 
each in turn. 

I. 

First of all a man has to look to the manage- 
ment of his own life (verses 11, 12). He is to 
remember, what is very easy to forget, that he is not — 
at home in the world, that he is a sojourner and a 
pilgrim. In the first chapter, twice over, Peter has ~ 
reminded them of that fact, and he returns to it now 
as though it were a thing never to be forgotten. 
And he returns to it in a tone of most earnest 
entreaty. It is in no formal word of apostolic 
authority, but from the depths of a loving solicitude, 
that he implores these people to remember that they 
are sojourners and pilgrims, outlanders, or, at best, 
visitors here ; people who are not at home perma- 
nently in the world, but passing through it. Brethren, 
it is to our peril as Christian men, on all grounds, 
that we ever allow ourselves to forget that we belong 
to another order of things. We are here for a 
certain number of years—few at the most—and then — 
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we go elsewhere, and we are not to succumb to the 
order of things in which we find ourselves, for it is 
inferior to that order to which we belong. There 
are a certain number of people driven by the force 
of circumstances, or better, led by the providence of 
God to live in London. They come from Scotland, 
from the North of England, from the West, from 
the Midlands, and they rarely forget that they are 
Scotchmen, or Devonians, or Midland people. They 
would be insulted if you called them Londoners, 
though this is the proud capital of an Empire on 
which the sun never sets. They have never given 
themselves to London social ways, they believe in 


_their own thrifty, simple, frugal manner of life as 


being far superior; they keep their customs, they 
have never given away their provincial accent, and 
they never will; and occasionally they meet together 
to keep up the customs of the dear old country side 
to which they always feel that they belong ; and they 
are often the salt of the place in which they dwell. 
That is but a faint illustration, and altogether inade- 
quate, of what the attitude of the Christian should 
be to the order of things in the midst of which he is 
placed here. He also is not to allow himself to be 
merged in this order. - Its customs and fashions are 
not to sway him, he is not to be an imitator of 
people about him. He is rather to seek to set up 
new standards of conduct and establish a new order, 
to remind men about him of the other and higher 
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order to which he belongs. Few things are more 
pitiful, or more destructive of Christian influence, 


than Christian people giving away their distinctive 


characteristics of speech and conduct and allowing 


themselves to be swayed and moulded by the lower 


order of things by which, for the moment, they are 


surrounded. 
Where the illustration which I have used fails 
most particularly is that we expect when our sojourn- 


ing here is over to go to the land to which we ae 


belong, and the Apostle seems in this eleventh verse _ 
to indicate that we may contract that here which 
will spoil us for the life that remains. So out of the 
depths of that full heart of his he entreats, “Abstain _ 


from fleshly lusts that war against the soul.’ Let 
_ us thoroughly understand that term. It may include, 


of course, all the basest and vilest forms of self- _ 
indulgence which are the moral and spiritual ruin of _ 
every man who allows them liberty in his nature, 


but they may be much less shocking. 


The flesh life in the New Testament really ae 


stands for the self-life, and the thing against which 
the Apostle warns these people and us, broadly 


speaking, is the indulgence of the body at the 


expense of the soul. True Christian living is the 
very antithesis of self-indulgence. The exact terms 
of it are, “If any man will come after Me let him 
deny himself.” I can steer clear of the baser sides 
of self-indulgence, and still be guilty of it. 


The a 
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thirst for popularity is a fleshly lust, and if it be 
allowed and cherished in my nature it will war 
against my spiritual life. If a man have it in his 
power to provide himself with luxuries and yield to 
the desire, that is allowing the rule of a fleshly lust. 
Fulness of bread has often been a spiritual snare. 
“They are enclosed in their own fat” is the blunt 
verdict of the Old Testament concerning men whose 
consciences and sympathies are deadened by self- 
indulgence. A love of sleep may lead a man to 
defraud his soul of its necessary food. It is too 
patent to need emphasis, that abundance, apart from 
self-restraint and self-denial, not to speak of indul- 
_ gence in pleasure, seals the springs of sympathy in 
a man’s being and makes his heart hard and cold. 
No persons in this world are so soulless, so 
absolutely useless to God and man, as your votaries 
of pleasure, even though their pleasures be harmless. 
Yield to idleness, to love of ease, to love of eating, 
_ to love of dress, and you are yielding to the enemies 
of yoursouls. You speak of the enemy of your souls 
as being outside yourself. Your body may be the 
greatest enemy of your soul. It will if it be allowed 
the upper hand. It will ruin all the nobler and 
finer ambitions of life, it may be doing it even now, 
and the cry of our Lord and His Apostles is “The 
body must not rule.” Let us take heed of that this 
Christmas time, always and everywhere the soul 
first. Nothing must be indulged or allowed that 
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edges out spiritual things, that checks the soul in its 
forward march, that spoils it, or its taste for com- 
munion with the highest. The spiritual life is of 
inestimable value, guard it as belonging to God 
alone and to be cultivated for His glory and service. 
‘There are some of us whose souls have been sadly 
neglected, they are starving for want of nourishment, 
we are allowing things in our nature which militate 
against our highest life and in their anaemic con- 
dition our souls are held down. May God grant to 
us power to say no to the things that have marred 
our highest life. 

You will observe by verse 12 that it is not for 
our own sakes alone that we are to abstain from — 
self-indulgence. It is for the sake of those about 
us. ‘Having your behaviour ‘seemly’ (literally, 
beautiful) among the Gentiles’ is Peter’s word, 
meaning here the un-Christian people. As far as 
these Christians were concerned, the Gentiles were 
slandering them, accusing them of immorality, 
declaring them to be guilty of abominable practices. 
Now says Peter, you are to have these people in 
view and your answer to their slanders is to be a 
beautiful life, you are to show them beautiful deeds, 
for so you may translate the “ good works” of verse 
12. You are to wear down prejudice and confute 
Slander ; (the same advice is repeated in verse 15) ; 
you are to muzzle the ignorant slander of mindless © 
men, by well-doing, and even to constrain the 
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Gentiles to glorify God by a beautiful life. 

Brethren, the “Gentiles” are always with us, 
and they are watching us. Give some of them 
the slightest loophole in your conduct and they 
will pour into it all the abuse of the Christian 
position of which they are capable. There is nothing 
so sweet to some natures as a handle against 
professing Christians, and especially against those 
who have stood as earnest and zealous Christians, 


_ “Now,” Peter seems to say, “watch your souls 


jealously for the sake of God’s honour ; because by 
a beautiful life you may win even these lynx-eyed 
enemies to glorify God, and because no life can 
ever be beautiful in which self-indulgence of eye, or 
_ ear, or hand is allowed; I beseech you abstain, 
keep a tight hand upon yourself by God’s help, that 
even the people who slander you may be won to 
glorify God in the day when your conduct is 


_ thoroughly sifted.” The verse contains an echo of 
a word which Peter would well remember, “ Let 


your light so shine before men that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father.” 


i. 


I have dwelt long over the first division and 
come to deal more briefly with the civic life of the 
Christian. ‘ Be subject to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s sake, to the king and to rulers,” &c., 
(verses 13-17). It is a general admonition to the 
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Christians to acknowledge and submit to the political a 
government of their time, to act the part of good = 


citizens, and to obey the laws. The king was in 


this case Nero, whose government-in the provinces 


was mainly just. The laws, Peter declares, in the 


hands of the administrators are “for the punishment 


of evildoers and for the praise of them that do well.’”” es 
An ideal of statesmanship which should always by 


legislators be striven after. 


They are to be law-abiding citizens for the fe: 


Lord’s sake, and not wilfully to bring His name and 


religion into contempt. No spiritual emancipation _ 


exempts them from their duties to the State as good - : 
citizens of the same. They are to honour all men, _ 


even those from whose heathen practices they dis- ‘ 
sociate themselves and to scorn none ; and they are : 
to serve the community, honouring by their allegiance 
the civil law. Now it is perfectly clear that Peter is _ 
referring here to political authority and material — 
government and that he is laying down a rule which fay 
Christians ought to follow, and have followed. And — 
it is equally clear that there may arise circumstances _ 
in which a man’s “conscience towards God” (verse 


19) may come into conflict with a decree of a ruler . 
and his consciousness of God may compel himtosay, 


“T cannot and dare not be subject to this ordinance.” 


You see that the Apostle calls these people (verse _ 
16) slaves of God and adjures them to “Fear God,” 
and there might come a time when, in fidelity to 
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Him whose slaves they were, and through fear of 
His displeasure, they would be compelled to refuse 
to submit to the ordinance of men. Think of what 
really happened in the case of Polycarp. That aged 


saint was bidden by the authority, “sent for the. 
~ punishment of evil-doers and the praise of them that 


do well,” to throw a few grains of incense upon a 
pagan altar, and so abjure his Christian faith ; and 
we know that he refused, and was led to his death, 
and the Christian conscience has honoured his 
action ever since. Then, we declare, the law stepped 
out of its sphere, and because the man was a slave 
of Christ he could not obey it. 

Nay, the man who wrote this letter, when bidden 
by the authority not to speak nor teach any more in 
the name of Jesus, replied, “whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you or unto God 


judge ye.” If such a thing should happen as 


that the law of this land should forbid you and 


me to meet here after the last Sunday in December, 


but instead, on pain of forfeiture of goods and 


ee. imprisonment, to attend at a Romish Church 


and confess our sins to a priest, I trust that we 


should all be so much the slaves of Christ, who has 


made us free, that we should be strong enough to 
disobey the law ; and for my own part when the law 
bids me pay for the support of schools wherein 
children may be taught that such a Church as this is 
no Church of Christ, and such a ministry as mine is 
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destitute of divine authority, and that children 
should confess to a human priest, my conscience | 


towards God, whose slave I am, will not allow me = 


to obey it. The law then must take its ordinary 
course. There came a day in English history when 
the most godly men of the nation, because they 
were the slaves of Christ, felt that they could not 

honour the king, nor submit themselves to him ; 
that in the interests of the commonwealth, and as a 
duty to God, the king must be deposed, and 
posterity has declared that they were right. The 
exception to this general rule occurs when the 


ordinances of men: clash with the conscience which ~ 


is illumined by the Spirit of God. 
Ill. } 
A consideration of the domestic side of the — 
Christian’s life will throw light on the civic duty of 
the Christian. ‘Servants be in subjection to your — 
masters with all fear.’’ Let us remember the local 
application, the servants were domestics (oiketi) — 
and probably slaves, and the spirit of the exhortation 


is, that the fact that the servant is a Christian and " 


the master a heathen and ill to live with at that, 
abusive and hard to please, does not exempt the © 
servant from the duty of obedience in the ordinary — 
tasks of life. But suppose a master should order a 

Christian servant to lie, as I am told some employers — 
expect their servants to do in London; suppose he 
were ordered by a foul man to do a foul deed, as — 
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“Uncle Tom,” in Mrs. Beecher Stowe’s immortal 
book, was bidden by Legree to take a whip and 
thrash the women slaves ; suppose he were bidden 
to cease praying, as Daniel was, or to cease speaking 
_ to his fellow servants about Christian things. Is he 
to obey? Will not every spark of Christian senti- 
-ment in you rise up and do homage to the man who 
says, “I can suffer and I can die, but I cannot do 
that, for the Lord’s sake, and because I belong to 
God I am bound to refuse.” 

It is perfectly clear that the Apostle is referring 
to the ordinary duties which any servant might be 
ordered to perform, and he declares, what Paul also 
declared once and again, that even the most exacting 
and annoying employer is not to turn the Christian 


servant away from the faithful discharge of his 


duties. There are few things harder than for a good 
man to serve a bad man faithfully ; to serve faithfully 
where there is no word of encouragement and no 
good is admitted ; to serve in the midst of scolding 
and sneering, unjust scolding and wilful provo- 
cation ; to serve faithfully when he is persistently 
treated as if he were a fool. Most of us are disposed 
to think that such treatment justifies careless and 
half-hearted service, but it does not. The peculiar 
worth and value of the Christian faith is that it 
enables a servant to be faithful, and will not allow 
him to be anything else to the most provoking and 
exasperating employer. Servants are to do well, 
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(v. 20), and when they suffer for well-doing they are _ 
to take the suffering patiently and go on with the _ 
well-doing. By invincible fidelity and goodwill in — 
common things the Christian faith is to prove itself. 
Just where an ordinary man would break down and 
swear and grow reckless, the Christian man is to 


summon his faith to his aid, and to shew how love ~ E 
can endure and triumph. There is sounded the 


note in the 2oth verse, which rings throughout the 
whole of the letter. It is not without its application. 


to many to day. You Christian people may be dis- 2 


liked and detested by the circle in which you find — 


yourselves ; you may be slandered and misjudged ; BS 


you may be compelled by conscience toward God to. 
take up a position which will lead people about you 


to scorn and despise you ; you may be defrauded of © 2 


your rights in your work and in your social life ; Es 
you may be accounted fanatics and fools, and worse. 


What then? YOU ARE TO BEAR IT PATIENTLY, — 


especially if you have a good conscience. Why? a 


(1) Remember that this is not your home, the af 
estimates formed of you are according to current 


standards, and there is another standard in the order _ 
of things to which you belong. To that seek and — 
strive to conform, and to that only. It is the will of 
God, whose bondservant, nay whose child, you are, — 


and whose approval is the one thing in time and in a 


eternity to be sought and striven for. (2) And — 
remember Jesus Christ, your Redeemer and Fore- — 


er, who suffered for you, though He did no sin, = 
when He was reviled, reviled not again, when 


der suffering, and His unconquerable love, has 
left us an example that we should follow in His 

ps. 
_ That, my brethren, is the note for us, servants 
d masters, parents and children. Many things — 

nat our Lord did we can never do, Into the depths 
His unutterable sufferings we cannot follow Him, 


even with our understanding. But in His patience, 


d especially His patience and forgivingness under _ 
srovocation and wrong, we are called to follow — 
m. We are built up on Him. We belong to © 
n. By the grace of God we may adorn His — 
trine by the beauty of a faithful and consistent © 


VII. 
Christ’s Sufferings and their 
Object. 


oy ; 
xt 


VII. 


Christ’s Sufferings and their 
Object. 


“* For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered 
Jor you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow His 
steps: who did no sin, netther was guile found in His mouth: 
who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; and when He 
suffered, threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that 
Judgeth righteously: who His own self bare our sins in His 
body upon the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live 
unto righteousness ; by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye 
were going astray like sheep; but are now returned unto the 
_ Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.’—1 PETER ii., 21-25 
(R.V.). 


NE of the peculiarities of this passage is, that 

it stands in the midst of a cluster of practical 
exhortations and it shews, not only how an Apostle 
can turn immediately from an intensely practical 
theme like the relation of servants to employers, and 
of wives to their husbands, to a purely theological — 
theme, but it shews also the close relation which 
exists between the one and the other. This passage 
is not a digression to an irrelevant topic. It is 
simply a turning to that which is the spring of the 


on as 
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truest and highest Christian conduct. You can 
only have great Christian living as you have great 
motives, and here we are at the base and spring of 
the mightiest motives that have moved and swayed 
the lives of men. | 

For the rest let it be said that this passage is the 
“holy place”’ of this letter. He runs into it again, 
iii,, 18, and he, like St. Paul, is never far from it. 
Indeed, the more carefully you study the great 
Apostles, the more completely will you be impressed 
with the large space which the sufferings of Christ 
occupy in their thoughts. —It is a theme which they 
can never get far away from, it dominates all their 
thinking, it is a subject which is intimately and 
vitally related to every department of actual and © 
practical Christian life. 

I venture to say here, to-day, that it is a subject 
which we think far too little about, and preach far 
too little about. If we would sit and brood and © 
meditate, not merely speculate, on the great theme, 
our hearts would be strangely moved and we should 

be greatly helped. Let us try. 
See, first of all, how it is introduced here. The 
people to whom Peter writes are suffering for con- 
science sake, and wrongfully. The wrongs they 
suffer are probably inflicted on them wilfully by 
others. They are surprised and shaken probably by 
what has befallen them, the misunderstanding, the 
spite, the malice, the injury, the misfortune, which 
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have overtaken them, as people sometimes are to-day. 
And this is the Apostolic and inspired word, “ Ye 
were called to suffer.’ It is not a mistake. The 
mistake would be, the strange thing would be, if you 
did not suffer. You are followers of a sufferer. 
Christ suffered for you. 

Now let us pause here and fix our attention on 
the Apostle’s argument. We have not come to the 


deepest point of the sufferings of Christ yet, we shall 


pass to it presently ; meanwhile, here is an aspect of 
the sufferings of our Lord which must ever be kept 
in mind, “Christ suffered, therefore you who follow 
Him must suffer,” nay, if you pursue the Apostle’s 
argument to its furthest limits, you will find it to be, 
“Christ suffered in order that you might suffer.” (You 
have put it the other way, and there is truth in the 
other way). He suffered, and therefore you, if true 
to your ideal, and His, must suffer also. ‘He 
suffered for you leaving you an example,”’ Shewing 
you that you must suffer and how you should suffer. 
Here is the undoubted teaching of Peter to the 
disciples of Christ who had never seen Him, The | 
eye of the Lord was upon you when He suffered. 
He saw people coming up who would follow Him, 
who would take the path of suffering because He 
had taken it, and endure because He had endured. 
There are two ways of applying this thought, two 
ways, broadly speaking, in which suffering may 
come to the faithful follower of Christ. First, it 
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may come involuntarily as far as you are concerned, 
There are people who think that obedience to Christ 


means escapement from tribulation; it is because x 
they have misread their New Testament. God does 


not bribe people in that way into His service. Our 
Lord never pretended that the way of obedience to 


Him was anything but steep and arduous. He 


never promised a life without burden, what He did 


offer was that without which the burden would be 


intolerable, but with which it could be carried 
triumphantly. 
There is not the slightest doubt in my own 


mind that one of God’s purposes with Christian 


people is to demonstrate to others what His grace 
can do in enabling them to endure suffering bravely ; s 
and triumphantly. Nor is there the slightest doubt 
that the memory of the sufferings of Christ 
strengthens people. and makes them ready to 
endure. 


ae The capacity of some people to bear pain, a 


misfortune, disappointment, without breaking down, 
may be the most powerful agency for convincing 
others of the reality and value of the Christian 
life and it may be God’s way of touching other 
hearts. When they told our Lord that Lazarus was — 
ill He said, “ This sickness is not unto death, but for 
the glory of God, that the Son of God may be 
glorified thereby.” If that was the purpose of 
Lazarus’ sickness it may be the purpose and explana- 
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tion of your present trouble. Then it is worth 
bearing, and the man who believes that the chief end. 


of life is to glorify God will not shrink from the 


course of pain. | Along this same line come the suffer+_ 
ings which fall on men through their fidelity to 
conscience ; sufferings which are the consequence of 
right Bone: We need not lose sight of the possibility 
of promotion and reward coming to goodness and. 
conscientiousness when we speak of the great 
possibility of their opposites falling on life, 
There are still not a few people in the world 
who have to suffer for their principles. There 
are martyrdoms which are far from “cheap,” 
endured by faithful souls whose convictions will not: 
allow them to accommodate themselves to the 
order of things about them. It is a shame to speak 
of the petty persecutions, the indignities and scorn 
that are still poured out on people in rural districts. 
who dare to avow themselves Free Churchmen. It 
still comes to people in some places, obey your con- 
science and lose your customer, or your position, or 
forfeit your promotion, and even your career. It 
may still happen that misunderstanding, slander, 


- spite, injury, will be inflicted on the man who is. 


\ saa 
1 


brave enough to speak the truth that is in him and 
to act as conscience bids. Until the world is better 


it is certain to be so. 
If it should be so, let him remember Christ, 


let the Divine Sufferer teach him how to suffer. 
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Do not let him cry out at the shame that he 
should be allowed to suffer, do not let him 
retaliate and meditate revenge. Let him remember 
Him who was sinless and who suffered as though - 
- He were guilty, and realise that in His manner of 
bearing the foulest wrong, without complaint, with- — 
out revenge, in simple secret committal of His soul — 
to God, He has left us an example, a copy that we 
are to write under. My brothers, 1 am humbled 
and broken when I think how I have dreaded a 
little suffering and laboured to avoid a disagreeable 
experience, and cried out when it reached me, in 
the light of the endurance, and trust, and forgiving- 
ness of Christ. It has all come because I have ~ 
forgotten Him. ; 
The second way of applying this thought is. 
that the follower of Christ ought to suffer for others 
and with them. Don’t lose the force of the word 
we are considering. Christ suffered for you, on 


your behalf; in your stead, leaving you an example, 


. that ye should follow in His steps. Here is the 
* point. / The man who would follow Christ must be 
willing, and even eager, to take on his own blameless 
shoulders the blame which belongs to another. He 
must be willing to open his heart to the sufferings — 
that fall on other lives. He must be willing, in 

order to save another and to serve him, to become © 
involved in the consequences of his wrong doing. 
He must be willing, like the hero in Ralph Connor’s 
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«6 prospector,’ to put himself into dangerous and 


equivocal positions, to endure suspicion and blame 


which rightly belong to another, in order that he 


may shield and save. There are still innumerable 


opportunities for the innocent to suffer with the 


guilty and for them, and the man who refuses to take 
them, who will shut the sufferings and sins of the 
world from his heart, who says, let us have a good 


_ time of comfort and ease, or of gaiety and pleasure, 


who says, the affairs of the people about me are no 


concern of mine, who makes it the first business of 
his life to avoid trouble and misunderstanding, is 


a stranger to the spirit of Christ. As long as there 


is suffering in the world, and sin, the Christian must 


share it. Hereunto were ye called, because Christ 


also suffered for you leaving you an example that ye 


_ should follow in His steps. ath 


II. 
The 24th verse leads us into the heart of this 


"passage, and gives us material for the deepest 


thought. “ His own self bare our sins.’’ The word 
“bare” always has a liturgical and sacrificial mean- 
ing. Now let us think of that phrase and get step 
by step into the heart of its meaning. Suppose we 


put it in this way : It was the sin of man that killed 


Fesus our Lord, There are two ways of interpreting 

such a saying as that: (1) It was sin, horrid and 

detestable, the murderous malice of the priests and 

scribes, the treachery of Judas, the bigotry and blind 
7 
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rage of the rulers in Jerusalem, that pursued, and 

captured, and condemned, and crucified the Lord of - 
life and glory. His death was accomplished by the 
wickedness of man, such evil passions as we may 
have in our hearts slew the Son of God. But there 
is another and a more important way of interpreting — 
that phrase. The sins of men were His business, 
because He was man and because He loved men 

with a love the depth of which has never yet been — 
. fathomed. Judas belonged to Him, and the scribe > 
and priest, and all the miserable men who compassed — 
His death; the brutal and wicked faces that leered — 
into His, the lips that spat upon Him, that vexed — 
His ears with coarse speech and foul jest, belonged 
to the men whose life He had made His own, and 
there was a deeper than any outward sense in which - 
we may truly say that the sins of men killed the 

Lord Jesus. 

Now, while no man has fathomed the mystery. 
of the atoning work of Christ, rays of light shine. 
upon it from many directions, and there is a bright 
ray shining from the direction of our relations to each’ 
other. I am saying that it was the sins of men which 
caused the death of Christ. Have you never heard 
of that in human relations? Is there not such as 
thing as a mother taking the sins of her boy to heart. 
so completely because of her intense love for him, 
and her intense shame and loathing of his sins, that 
the burden crushes her? If, in the case that I am 
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thinking of, she could have shaken off the sense of the 
sin: if she, while hating the sin, could have hated 
the lad, and hardening her heart against him, could 
have cast him off and gone proudly on her way, 
then her heart would not have been broken. Let 
me ask you again, Is it not possible for a man to 
be killed by the sins of those dear to him, and is it 
not true that the purer he is, the greater and sorer the 
burden will be? If you could get at the secret of some 
man’s sorrow, whom perhaps you know to-day, if you 
_ could know why his face is haggard and worn, why 
he lies awake at night, how his health is being 
undermined, you would find that he is wearing him- 
self out with the burden of the faults and follies of 
some one dear to him. I think I know people to- 
day whose hearts are being broken by the burden of 
the sins of those dear to them. If there were no love 
of them, and no passion for their goodness, there 
would be no pain; but because the love is there the 
burden is there. And I would claim that along this 
line light falls on the mystery of the death of Christ. 
Iam quite prepared to be told, and to admit, that I 
- have not touched its deepest point, but I would still 
press the point I have reached, and declare that the 
very fact of Christ’s relation to men made their sin 
an inevitable burden on His heart, that it was the 
sort of thing that is in the heart of some of us here 
now that our Lord carried in His own body up to 
the tree, and that there broke His heart. 


Ba: 
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And now I am going to confess my belief and 
conviction that what we cannot do for those dear to 
us in their sins our Lord did for us on the tree. It is 
possible for my heart to be broken with grief for the 
sin of some one dear to me, and to grieve may be all 
that I can do. But I am bound to say that while I 
believe that the burden of man’s sin broke the heart 
of our Lord on Calvary, I do not believe that He — 
simply grieved for sin on the Cross and broke His 
heart with grief. I believe that He took our sins on 
His heart in the way of expiation, and while in the | 
sense in which I spoke in the first part of the sermon, _ 
He suffered that I might suffer; yet in the deepest 


sense He suffered that I might not suffer, and tasted — 


on the Cross the darkness of spiritual death which I 
shall never taste, if my life by faith and obedience 
be joined to Him. Meanwhile, let me learn two | 
deep lessons from the Cross: the lessons, viz., of 
(1) the unutterable love of Christ, and (2) the un- 
utterable loathsomeness of sin. 
Ill. 
Verses 24 and 25 shew us the effect which the — 
death of Christ is designed to have upon us. We — 
may put it in this way : : 
(1) He died that we raga die. 
(2) He died that we might live. 
(3) He died that we might be healed. 
To die unto sins is a vigorous expression and carries 
its own meaning. If there is anything that can — 
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create within us the loathing of our sins, it is a 
meditation on the love and sufferings of the Cross. 
It is easy to conceive how such a thing as this might 
happen in the relations which I have previously 
spoken of. If there came, for example, to the heart 
of any person the consciousness that his sins had 
broken the pure heart of some one who loved him, 
it is possible to think of him as being stricken 
through with compunction, and turning away with 
horror from the sins which had before ensnared and 
charmed him. Nay, it is possible to conceive of one 
being healed of the propensity to some sin by the 
stripes of another. A wild lad, before now, who has 
broken his mother’s heart by profligate ways, stand- 
ing by her grave, realising, in some measure, what he 
has caused her to suffer, has resolved to live a new 
life. Love manifested in suffering has often proved 
the power to heal in those on whose behalf the 
suffering has been endured. It is possible for a man 
to be healed of some sorts of evil by his own stripes ; 
the chastisings of life may scourge the evil humours 
from the blood and spirit of a man. Whatever the 
sufferings of Christ do FOR us, and there is no doubt 
that they procure for us the remission of our sins, 
here is what they are to do IN us, this is the effect 
which they are to produce: We are to become dead 
unto sins, and alive unto righteousness. I have no 
doubt the reference here is to baptism, the symbolical 
entombment and cleansing and resurrection enacted 
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in that simple rite, which the Church has lost much _ 
by curtailing, or rather the reference is to that which 
is symbolised by the rite. Here is the purpose of 
Christ in dying to deliver men from sins. It is the 
great doctrine of the New Testament. Not to make 
an arrangement by which a man could continue in 


sin and escape its penalty by some intellectual adroit- 
ness. There is no such thing as that. But thata _ 


man might be as a dead man where sin is in question, 
that his soul might lose its sensitiveness to its fascina- 
tion and charm. “He hath loosed us from our sins.” 


“The blood of Fesus cleanseth us from sins.’ “He 


died to redeem us from all iniquity. He died for our 
sins.” So with constant reiteration the New Testa- 
ment goes on. And whatever you believe about the 
death of Christ, as to its necessity from God’s side, 


if its effect on you has not been to cause you to hate Ee 


your sins, to turn from them, and to seek after — 
righteous living, it is not too much to say thatfor you 


Christ has died in vain. It would be a great pity if 
our discussion this morning were merely academic. _ 
It would be wasted time if it did not lead us to see 


in the Cross of Christ God’s passionate desire and 


purpose to free us from sins, and if we did not go ~ 


from this place with a deeper determination than ever aa 
to fight against sins in ourselves, to break away from 
them. 

I call your attention in closing to the vivid — 
“picture drawn in a few lines in the last verse, “Ye 
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were as sheep.” It is a picture, for which Peter is 
indebted to his Master, of leaderless, defenceless 


men. For sheep going astray in an unfenced country 


infested by beasts of prey, there was no safety and 
very little hope, and it is a fit representation of men 
who undertake to manage their own life. On the 
other hand is the picture of what Christ longs to be- 
come, and is able to become: the guide and defender 
of the soul. Nothing is surer in this world than that 
Christ can defend the soul from sin. He not only 
_ died to deliver, He lives to defend. And here isa 
picture of men who had been arrested in their stray- 
ing, and who had been led by the exhibition of His 
- wondrous love to put themselves beneath His pro- 
tection and guidance, They had found it so blessed 
_ that they were rejoicing with a joy too deep for 
words. Just now they were suffering, that was the 
note with which we began, in their circumstances, 
their property and their persons. They were some of 
_ them perhaps whipped as slaves and endured stripes 
and imprisonment for the sake of Christ. There is, 
_ therefore, a design in speaking of Christ as the 
Shepherd and Bishop of THEIR SOULS. In their 
bodies they might suffer, but their souls no man could 
touch, “Aren’t you mine,” cried the brutal Simon 
Legree to Uncle Tom, “didn’t I buy you, aren't 
you mine, body and soul? Didn’t I pay 1,200 
dollars for you ?.” ‘“ No, Massa, my soul aren’t yours, 
ye can’t buy it; its been bought and paid for by One 
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that’s able to keep, and you can’t harm me,” 
Would that we could all say that this morning! 
Let the poor slave teach us that neither tribulation, 
nor peril, nor nakedness, nor sword, can separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. 


VITl. 


On Wives and Husbands, &c. 


VIII, 
On Wives and Husbands, &c. 


‘“<In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 
husbands ; that, even tf any obey not the word, they may with- 
out the word be gained by the behaviour of their wives ; behold- 
ing your chaste behaviour coupled with fear. Whose adorning 
let tt not be the outward adorning of platting the hair, and of 
wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel; but let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which 1s in the sight of God of great 
price. For after this manner aforetime the holy women also, 
who hoped in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection to 
their own husbands: as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord : whose children_ye now are, tf ye do well, and are not put 
in fear by any terror. Ve husbands, in like manner, dwell 
with your wives. according to knowledge, giving honour unto the 
woman, as unto the weaker vessel, as being also joint-heirs of 
of the grace of life ; to the end that your prayers be not hindered. 

. Finally, be ye all like-minded, compassionate, loving as brethren, 
tenderhearted, humbleminded : not rendering evil for evil, or 
reviling for reviling; but contrariwise blessing ; for hereunto 
were ye called, that _ye should inherit a blessing. For, he that 

_ would love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue 

SJrom evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: and let him 
turn away from evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and 

pursue it, for the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and 

His ears unto their supplication: but the face of the Lord is 
upon them that do evil.” —1 PETER iii., 1-12 (R.V.). 


* 
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E have in this passage exhortations of a most 


practical character, practical enough for all, 


too practical for some, and I call your attention to 
the fact which I mentioned in our last study, that 
these simple and truly homely exhortations are 
linked with the great doctrine of our Lord’s vicarious 
sufferings, so the simplest things are conjoined to 
the profoundest, and nothing is common in the sight 
of God. The Apostle plants the Cross of Christ right 
in the midst of our ordinary relationships and duties, 
and so sanctifies them all. You will remember that 
Paul did the same thing. It is the only way of 
viewing these things aright. Let men and women 
contemplate the Cross of Christ, not speculate on it, 
but meditate. From that meditation let them go 
forth to judge and determine the matters here 
brought before us. No one will regard the marriage __ 
relation as other than sacred who regards it in the 
light of the Cross of Christ, and no one will think 
the matter of dress, of which Peter speaks, a matter 
of no importance who judges it in the same light. — 
IL 

First, as to wives and husbands, let us see what 
he says (verse 1). You will observe that he seems 
to have in view principally, though not exclusively, 
Christian women, whose husbands are unbelievers, 
and perhaps more than unbelievers, enemies to the — 
faith, disappointed and angry that their wives have 
embraced the gospel. It was a situation which 
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certainly arose in early Christian times. Our Lord 
said that He had come to bring division. He said 
that a man’s foes should be they of his own house- 
hold. There is nothing on which people can 
become more bitter than on the subject of religion, 
and there is nothing more divisive. If you think for 
a moment what it would mean to you if your 
dearest, wife, husband, child, should go over to 
Roman Catholicism or Mahommedanism ; you will 
understand what bitterness might ensue when a 
Jewish or a heathen woman accepted Christianity. 
Now it is to that condition, and yet not to that 
exclusively, that Peter refers when he says, ‘“ Wives 
be in subjection,” &c. Perhaps it was not altogether 
needless. One of the devil’s temptations to imma- 

ture Christians is the temptation to SELF-RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS, to Pharisaism. St. Paul, in his first letter to 
Corinthian Christians, whom he calls carnal, speaks 
rather frequently of people who are puffed up. It 
is a temptation which we have not outgrown and 
which needs to be watched against. It does not 
follow that people who think themselves vastly 
superior to other Christians are really better, and a 
distinctive mark of genuine Christian life is lowliness 
of mind in which each esteems other better than 
himself. Well, it was at least possible that Jewish 
and heathen women converts would suffer from the 
temptation which I have named and be disposed to 
regard their husbands with Pharisaic pity, or on the 
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other hand it is possible that they would find them- 


selves subject to harsh and cruel treatment at the 
hands of unbelieving husbands. 


Here then is Peter’s point with these Christian | : 


women. Your faith does not exempt you from your 
ordinary domestic duties and responsibilities any 


more than it exempts a Christian servant from doing — 


his best for a heathen master. It does not put you 


in your husband’s place. He is still the head of the _ 
house. You must still—at least in all things that — 


do not trench on the realm of religious practice—_ : 


perform the offices due to him on your part. “Be — 


in subjection’’ means show due obedience and _ 


respect. Render the service due to the relationship. _ 


There would, doubtless, be cases where the choice 


would have to be made between the will of the 2 
husband and obedience to Christ, but in all ordinary _ 


matters the fitting service was to be rendered. 
There is a touch in the latter part of the verse 
which is not brought out in our English version. 


In the second instance in which “the word” is — 
mentioned there is no definite article before it and 
you may read it “They may without word,” eg. — 
without preaching, without exhorting, “be won by 
the pure and beautiful manner of life of the wives.” 

It is not always the religious talker in the home that — 


wins people, and especially, as one of my commen- 
tators says, ‘people are not to be nagged into the 


kingdom of heaven.” The difference between the 
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former meaning of “conversation”’ and its present 
meaning is well seen here, “They may without 
talking be gained by conversation.” The meaning 
of the passage evidently is that, for people who live 
with you, there are other ways of winning than that 
of speech. We witness for Christ or we witness 
against Him by, what this Apostle is fond of calling, 
our manner of life. It is much easier to preach 
than to live. : 

“They are eye-witnesses of your manner of 
life” (verse 2). It strikes them every day and it 
makes its impressions whether it seem to do so or 
no. They may at present seem to be opposed to 
your pure manner of life, but you go on living it. 
The passage opens up to us a vast possibility of the 
Christian work which might be done in our homes, 
The evangel of a beautiful and winsome life needs 
to be cultivated. ‘They may without talking be 


_won by your manner of.life.”’ There is the blessed 


possibility. It refers not to husbands and wives, 
but to brothers and sisters, parents and children. 
Here‘is the gospel of the roof-tree and the hearth, 


with none of the excitement of the public meeting 


about it. O let it be manifest that your religion 
makes you better (not that it makes you think your- 
self better), more willing to serve, more patient under 
provocation. “Your pure manner of life coupled 
with fear.’ What does that mean? Perhaps 
reverence, fear of dishonouring God, fear of exerting 
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a wrong influence on the lives of others, the very 
opposite of self-assurance. 
ae 

We come next (verses 3 and 4) to a matter — 
of the very greatest importance, and which is a 
part of that manner of life of which Peter is so 
constantly speaking. Let us read it from the 
Revised Version, and take the general sense of it 
first, and afterwards come to details. Suppose we — 
put in another word for “adorning” and read 
“Whose business let it not be the outward adorn- 
ing but the hidden,” &c., &c. (read verses 3 and 4). 
Now, dear friends, see the great principle. Give 
supreme attention to the inward and not to the 
outward, to the things of the spirit and not of the 
body. Let your care and your endeavour be the 
adorning of the inward. It is as though he had 
said, not to wives merely, but to women generally. 
You desire to make yourselves attractive, comely 
with adornments (it seems to be part of the original 
endowment of woman), don’t crush the desire, 
hallow it, turn it into right and noble channels. 
Make yourselves attractive in the sight of God. There 
is something which to Him is extremely precious, 
seek it. Have a well-stored mind, a thoroughly 
furnished soul. Be sure that there can be nothing 
on earth so beautiful as the character and spirit of a 
woman devoted to God and good works, no temple 
so lovely as a woman’s pure and devoted soul. 
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Coming to detail, I suppose that in the time in 
which this letter was written fashions among Roman 
women in hair plaiting, in decking the person with 
jewellery, and in wearing costly dresses, had run to 
a great extreme of extravagance. There were many 
women given over to personal vanity, whose chief 
concern was dress, while on the other side there was 
all the oriental’s love of adornment. I do not 
imagine for a moment that fashionable Roman 
women in the time of St. Peter were worse than 
their English successors. There are English women 
whose time and thought are chiefly absorbed with 
the all engrossing topic of dress. And the counsel 
of the text is that Christian women are not to be 

carried away by the customs of their un-Christian 
neighbours. 

There is still something to be said in this 
direction, and it seems to some of us, at least, that 
something might be done by Christian women, 
_ 4 yaidens, wives and mothers to resist the caprices 
and eccentricities of what is called fashion. This is 
not an unimportant matter, seeing that the Apostle 
places it by the side of the sufferings of Christ, and 
it demands careful consideration. Extravagance 
or display in dress looks ill by the side of the Cross 
of Calvary, and with all the need in the world at the 
present moment, its poverty, its suffering, the moral 
and spiritual need of its dark places, it seems to bea 
sin, And surely to make the main question of life, 
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how can I adorn my person, rather than how can I : 
help to save the world ? is to miss most egregiously — 


the Christian position. There is nothing more — 


certain than that indulgence in costly personal — 
adornments may be a stumbling block in the way of _ 
others, they may provoke envy or emulation in ~ 
others, and even disgust, and may take away from _ 
the real attractiveness which should belong to a | 
Christian character. You will observe that Peter is — 
not prohibitive. There is no absolute forbidding of — 


wearing of gold or jewels. He is writing in the — 


comparative mood, and urging inward adornment, 
the furnishing of the mind and soul; but it is as 
though he said you will be likely to give yourselves — 
to one or the other, the outward or the inward, the ~ 


two are in conflict, even if they are not incompatible. — 
Where the thought is given seriously to the furnish- 


ing of the mind and soul, there will neither be time _ 


nor disposition to indulge in outward show ; and ~ 


where time and strength are given to outward — 
adorning, the other and inward will suffer loss. — 
The adorning of the body and the emptiness of the : 
mind and poverty of character go together, there will — 
be an elaborate shell and nothing within. ( 

It is what you find beneath the surface that ES: 
counts according to verse 4, the hidden man of the e 
heart in that which is not perishable, like earthly — 
beauty. A well ordered and well stured mind and © 
soul are the things to be sought for, they are gar- _ 


, 
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ments which will wear ; the woman who has them 


will never pall on the taste of her dearest friend. 


‘There are any number of superficial people in the 


world, people of immaculate attire and eminently 
self-satishied, who could not sustain a conversation 
for half an hour on any serious and worthy topic, 
and who never do a stroke of self-sacrificing labour 
for the good of mankind. The ambition of Christian 
people is to avoid strenuously the kind of life that 
runs to externals and to waste, and to seek to renew 
the inner and hidden life at which God is looking 
every day. To cultivate that, and not this, is to be 
your ambition. 

There will perhaps be a little disappointment 


_ felt with the heart qualities which Peter names here 


as desirable qualities to cultivate: “A meck and 
quiet spirit.” We would not question that this is a 
Christian spirit, but we would have thought that he 
would deal with other spiritual qualities. May we 
not conclude that he takes these for granted, and — 
that he is impressing upon these Christian women 
that along with everything there must be a meek and 
quiet spirit, a spirit that is not vexed and worried 


- and that does not vex and worry others, that is not 


complaining on the one hand at wrongs that are 
inflicted, nor self assertive or loudly professing on 
the other. Genuine high toned goodness, without 
conceit of goodness, without censoriousness, without 
being puffed up. The glory of fellowship with God 
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shining in the face of Moses, without Moses knowing 
it: that seems to be the idea of the passage. To 
strive supremely after the holiest possible life, and to 
strive after a meek and quiet spirit, which is about 
the most unworldly spirit that can possess us. Some 
of us are a little disappointed with the example of 
meekness and quietness which Peter chooses from 
the Old Testament. Sarah rather strikes us as 
petulant and self assertive in her treatment of Hagar. 
Yet it will be found on reference to the history that 
she was an obedient wife, that she shared her 
husband’s faith, that when he went forth from Ur 
she went with him, sharing all the hazards of his 
“rash” journey ; and putting no obstacle in the way _ 
of ‘‘this most strange man ’’ when he took her only 
child, the son of her old age, to offer him a burnt 
offering to God, contrasted with the looseness with 
which many a Roman matron at that time viewed _ 
the sacred marriage bond, and their entire lack of 
reverence for their husbands. 
The reference to fear or terror with which 
verse 6 closes, becomes explicable in the light of 
suggestion which my commentator makes, that it 
especially applies to wives of unbelieving husbands. 


They would have much to bear, but they were not _ 


to be terrified, cowering away from their husbands, 
they were to be brave, as well as gentle. There 
comes to my mind a story which may serve as an 
illustration of the Apostle’s word. In a village with 
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which I am well acquainted, many years ago there 
came a revival of religion. Many were converted, 
and among them the wife of a farm waggoner, who 
lived at a lodge half-a-mile away. Her conversion 
greatly incensed her husband, and once and again 
he forbade her attendance at the Chapel prayer 
meeting. Quietly and earnestly she went about her 
ordinary duties with her new life shining in her 
deeds, and her new found consciousness of Christ 
singing in her heart. It became clear to her that she 
should be baptized and join the Church. When she 
mentioned it to her husband he was furious, and 
told her that if that happened she should be horse- 
whipped. She shewed not the slightest fear, but 
said, ‘I have disobeyed you in nothing in which you © 
have a right, this is the command of my Lord and I 
must keep it.” She never told this herself, but her 
husband told it after, before the very Church that she 
joined ; also that when she left the house that night, 
and kissing him, bade him good-bye, he meant to 
carry out his threat. Through her firmness and 
fearlessness and the light of duty that shone in her 
eyes, the Spirit of God touched his heart. All the 
while she was gone he thought of the good and true 
wife she had been to him, and how she had lived 
and laboured for him and his six boys, and when 
she returned, fully expecting the fulfilment of his 
threat, she found him in tears, begging her forgive- 
ness, asking her to pray for him, and before the night 
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was over he had yielded his life to her Lord. fs 
“Without word, won by her manner of life and by 


her meek and quiet spirit, and because she was not 
put in fear by any terror.” 
Ill. 

And now a word to the husbands. It is signifi- 
cant that he says nothing to masters. It suggests that 
no owners of slaves were in the Churches to which 
he was writing, but there were husbands. ‘“ Dwell with 
them according to knowledge” of their circumstances, 


responsibilities, anxieties, excellencies, and “ give 
honour to the wife,” both within the house and out- _ 
side. Remember that a household is not managed, — 


and children clothed and taught, without much care. _ 


Let her weakness awaken your chivalry. There is 


no suggestion of inequality before God of husband _ 


and wife 4a=this-verse. “‘ Ye are joint heirs of the 


grace of life.” If the woman is the weaker vessel, it 


need not be intellectually, and that she is weaker 
suggests that you are weak, and when you come to 
the spiritual life you are both equal. “ Your prayers 


may be hindered,” that is the possibility that stands 
before us here. Your devotional spirit may be en- — 


tirely marred, its effectiveness and utility may be 


destroyed by your wrong treatment of each other. — 


It cannot be too clearly and emphatically stated that 


the whole stability of the State and of Society rests 


upon the relation of husband and wife. Nor can it 


be too clearly stated that our relation to God depends 
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On our relation with one another. The prayer of 
- -a woman who fails in her duty to her husband, or 
of a husband who neglects his wife and treats her 


as an inferior, and the prayers that arise from hearts 
that are embittered towards each other, that are 
secretly plotting against each other, can be neither 


acceptable to God nor fruitful in blessing to men. / 


ff 


ee 


IV. 

He closes this paragraph of exhortations and 
illustrations with a general exhortation and a quota- 
tion from the Old Testament. I would like to give 
a translation of my own of verse 8. “For the rest 
let all strive after concord and unanimity and culti- 
vate sympathetic relations with each other, seeking 
to see the others’ point of view. Love one another 
as brothers. Be good hearted and lowly minded ; 
never repaying evil in return for evil, nor reviling in 
return for reviling, but, on the contrary, blessing, for 
ye were called to this in order that ye might inherit 
a blessing.” There is no need to say one word 


_ about that passage, it speaks for itself. It contains 


the simple and beautiful outline and lesson of 
Christian conduct. It is not an easy lesson to learn, 
harder for some of us than for others. I understand 
by it that it is no part of my Christian calling to 
revile anybody, even the man I differ from most, 


nor to render evil to my worst enemy ; whenever I 


do that I betray and am untrue to my calling. I 
understand that I am to seek peace and pursue it, 
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and I understand that this great and difficult lesson 
is not written in ink merely, but in real life, in the 
example of my Master, and I understand that if I 
have been inflamed with anger, and have reviled 
anybody, I have therein walked unworthily of my 
high calling. 

I recognise also in the last word of verse 9, that _ 
my reception of the blessing of God is contingent 
' upon my blessing men, that as I refuse to cultivate 
and strive after the graces of mind and heart that 
are set before me here, and am proud and un- — 
sympathetic, unloving and hard-hearted, unforgiving 
or malicious, I simply close the door of my heart 
against the blessing with which God is waiting to 


enrich my life, and forfeit the spiritual inheritance © | 


which is my right in Christ Jesus. No man can 
keep me from this fulness of blessing, but I can keep 
myself from it. The old Adam in me can builda 
wall which can effectually keep out the blessed tide 
of peace and joy, which flows from fellowship with 
Christ. One of the inflexible conditions of peace — 
with God, and enjoyment of His favour, is that I 
shall be at peace with men, and that the root of 


bitterness shall be killed, and the flame of ill-will be 


quenched in my nature. And when I think of the 
immense difficulty, the seeming impossibility of all 
this, and recall with shame my previous break- 

downs and failures, as I do this morniag, and cry 
out in my dejection : How shall I attain to this ? 
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the answer comes from Peter’s quotation, “ The eyes. 
of the Lord are upon the righteous (the people of 
right intentions and purposes), and His ears are open 
to their: cry”; and I turn to the God who sees and 
knows, in my miserable failure and weakness, and 
cry, “Makes Thou me what Thou wouldst have 
me be.” 


IX. 


Courage and Humility. 
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IX. 


Courage and Humility. 


** And who ts he that will harm you, tf ye be zealous of 
that which is good? But and tf ye should suffer for righteous- 
ness’ sake, blessed are ye: and fear not their fear, netther be 
troubled ; but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being 
ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason concerning the hope that is in_you, yet with meekness and 
fear: having a good conscience; that, wherein ye are spoken 
against, they may be put to shame who revile your good manner 
of life in Christ. For tt ts better, if the will of God should so 
will, that ye suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing. Because 
Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the un- 
righteous, that he might bring us to God ; being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened in the spirit ; tn which also he went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison, which aforetime were dis- 
obedient, when the long suffering of God watted in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that ts, 
eight souls, were saved through water: which also after a true 
likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not the putting away 
of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good conscience 
toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ ; who is 
on the right hand of God, having gone into heaven ; angels and 
authorities and powers being made subject unto him.” —1 PETER, 
iii., 13-22 (R.V.) 

ho is he that willharm you? See how the words 

of Christ and of inspired men have sunk into 
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the heart of Peter the Apostle. Echoes of the words, — 
or the words themselves, are found in almost every — 
paragraph. ‘Who is he that will harm you?” — 
reminds us at once of the challenges in Rom. viii., 
“Tf God be for us who is against us? Who shall — 
lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? Whois — 
he that condemneth ?”” And more still this Apostle _ 


reproduces the teaching of his Divine Master, “ Who — 


is he that shall harm you?’”’ What harm can he 


do you ? reminds us of the heartening words, “ Fear — 

not them that kill the body and after that have no — 
_ more that they can do.” It is so little hurt that any — 
man can do to you that it is a shame to be afraid of _ 


it. Moreover, if suffering should come upon you ~ 
rejoice and do not complain. It is an honour to be 
reproached for righteousness’ sake. How easily the _ 


memorable words come back to us, “ Blessed are ye _ 


when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and © 


shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, — 


when you don’t deserve it, for My sake, not for — 


the sake of some selfish crochet or wild whim.” 
For the rest, my brethren, this paragraph may be 


said to contain the characteristic note of this letter. — 


You need not court suffering, you need not be self- 


made martyrs. But you must not be surprised if — 


suffering comes to you, indeed, you may expect it if 


‘fi 


you be “zealous for that which is good.” That last — 


is the important phrase in this passage, “zealous for 


the good.” It is an expression to be laid to heart — 


rg 
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by Christian people, it should be a description of the 


life of the Christian. ‘“Zealous for that which is 


good,” not merely acquiescent in it, tolerant of it, 
_non-contradicting towards it, not that negative, 


colourless, insipid kind of Christian living that 
consists of mildly wishing well to everything ; but 
whole-hearted enthusiasm like His of whom His 
disciples remembered that. it was written, “The zeal 
of Thine house hath eaten Me up.” 

My friends, I don’t know whether you will 
agree with me, but I have an idea that there are not 
many people—there are some, but not many—who 
are suffering keenly for their Christian zeal. If I 
may say so, | think it is a quality that the majority 
of Christian people are not aiming after. I think 
many of us are a little bit afraid of the zealous, or in 
other words, the red hot Christian. We can quite 
understand people being red hot on sport, or amuse- 
ment, or business, but the man who is zealous on 
the subject of witnessing for Christ, of saving men 
from sin and hell, would be to many of us an 
eccentric and even an objectionable person. And 
yet in the light of New Testament teaching that is 
the one thing to be red hot about. In my poor 
judgment it is not necessary to warn the Christian 
Church against excess of zeal in religion, it is rather 
necessary to warn it against the sin of lukewarmness, 
We are zealous enough for merely harmless things, 
for many useless things, our interest kindles at once 
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at the mention of these. But when you mention 
holiness and the conversion of the world, the light — 
dies out of the face and you feel you have fallen 
upon a topic which has lost interest and yet which 
ought to possess burning interest for the Christian 
soul. 

It is a great thing I know, and I trust that I 
may never forget it, for a Christian man to keep his 
heart clean and his character free from reproach, to 
be upright, and honourable, and industrious, and” 
kind. But we must never forget that we are called 
to be more than this, we are called to do nothing 
less than to win the world for God, to help Him to © 
save men, to be brave and constant witnesses for 
Christ, and unless we are making some effort in that 
direction we are failing. Undoubtedly our Lord 
has entrusted us with this business, and we are 
guilty of unfaithfulness to Him if we neglect it. 
And it is along this line that some of us are afraid 
to travel. Religious zeal is very bad form, it is 
scorned and looked down upon as fanaticism. You 
can be enthusiastic about anything else. Every- 
where it is seasonable to talk about politics, and 
business, and amusements, but it requires more 
courage than many of us possess to go and speak | 
to a man about Christ. When Hugh Price Hughes, 
still a young man, was Wesleyan Minister in Oxford, 
he saw one of the dons marching along the street, 
his gown fluttering in the breeze, presumably on the 
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way to one of his classes. He went across the 
street and spoke, and then said, “Excuse me, I feel 


it incumbent to ask you a question. | What do you 


think of Jesus of Nazareth? How do matters stand 


_ between you and Him ?”” Now you see at once what 


that action laid him open to, what withering scorn, 
what setting down! It may be seriously questioned. 
whether another living man dare have asked that 
question. All sorts of bugbears arise to affright us; 
when we think of guch a thing, not with dons, but 
with ordinary people. We should be laughed at, 
rebuked, scorned, told to mind our own business, 
set down as fanatics. We would sooner canvas for 
anybody and anything than directly for Jesus Christ. 
We might do more harm than good, we have no 
ambition in the direction of being earnest Christians. 
And yet it is by earnest Christians that the world 
will be saved, and when the revival comes and our 
souls are quickened, this inveterate shyness will be 
broken through and we shall see that we have been 
guilty of grave neglect and that we ought never to 
allow a day to pass without making an effort to 
serve and win some one, that such an effort would 


be the truest safe-guarding of our honour and 


uprightness, that God would take care of His King- 
dom, and that any suffering which might come 
along that line, would be a blessed experience in 
which Christ would come nearer than at any other 
time. I suppose that Hughes was reckoned a 


= 
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fanatic. It is most interesting to note that the man 
of whom Hughes was afraid, and to speak to whom 

he conquered his fear, thanked him and said he was” 
the only man who had ever spoken to him on the 

matter and that the question was the beginning of a 

new life. 

“Sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord,” is the 
vitally important principle of verse 15. Do not be 
governed by whim or crochet, by ambition, or fear, 
or fashion, or by any selfish consideration whatso- 
ever. Ask what He would have you do; honour 
His will not your own. Don’t seek to be peculiar 
and singular, But if being warmly loyal to Him 
makes you peculiar then bear it, and explain your 
reason (verse 15) readily, firmly, modestly; that 
means that you will have a reason, and let there ~ 
be nothing proud or scornful in your bearing, | 
Avoid Pharisaism and spiritual pride and airs of 
superior piety as you would avoid the devil. Dare 
to stand alone and to stand firm, and give your 
reasons meekly and with fear. They have just been ~ 
told not to fear, here they are counselled to fear. It 
is easy to see the meaning. They are not to fear 
the common fear, that of human opinion, criticism, 
censure, persecution, giving offence; what they 
have to fear is unfaithfulness, disloyalty to the one 
and only Master of their souls, the loss of the 
friendship and approval of God. There is only 
room in the heart of man for one fear. If he fear 
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God he will not fear man, and vice versa. 

He ends this exhortation as he ended the 
similar one (ii., 21) with the most tender appeal to 
the sufferings of Christ. He suffered, therefore we 
ought not to be ashamed nor afraid to suffer. He, 
the just One, suffered for us the unjust, surely we 
should not be ashamed to suffer for Him. He 
suffered to bring us to God. That was and is the 
great passion of the Divine heart, the infinite long- 
ing of God which could only be consummated by 
suffering, and in the face of that it were an unspeak- 
able shame for us to shun or shrink from any 
suffering which may be involved in bringing others 
to God. Nothing else will satisfy the Divine heart 
and mind save the bringing of men to God. Would 
that our minds were set on the same holy purpose. 
Nay, would that we ourselves were all brought to 
God ! 

Immediately following this is the statement that 
our Lord went and preached to the Spirits in prison, 
a statement which has created the greatest interest 
and the keenest controversy in past days, and to the 
discussion and exposition of which many of you 
have been looking forward. It is one of those 
passages, of which there are a few in the Bible, 
which stand quite alone ; there is no other statement 
of the kind in the Bible. We often wonder that the 
Word of God is so silent on that which to many of 
us is a theme of absorbing interest. It would be of 
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very little use to take up your time in telling you 
what theologians of various shades of mind and © 


bias have said about this passage. The first thingis 


to let the passage speak for itself, and to ask, not 
what you wish it to say, but what it really says: 
(1) We see the fact stated that He went and preached 
to the spirits in guard. The words “He went,” 
indicate a distinct mission undertaken at a certain 
time ; that time undoubtedly is connected with His 
crucifixion. He was put to death in the flesh, but 
made to be alive in the spirit. It was only His flesh 
that died on Calvary, and in the spirit He went and 
preached to spirits; and the spirits to whom He 
preached are specified as the disobedient people to 
whom Noah had preached and who were destroyed 
in the waters of the flood. To an unbiassed reader 
the statement seems perfectly clear. It is not that 
Christ preached through Noah’s preaching, or that 
He preached to spirits within the prison of sin, but 
that as He preached to men in the flesh while He 
was in the flesh, He preached to certain men in the 
spirit when He was liberated from the flesh and was, 
Himself in the spirit. If we ask what He preached, | 
probably, almost certainly, the answer is in iv., 6. 
Now, brethren, let us come to this passage, 
_ without any theory, and only an honest desire to: 
ascertain the mind of the Spirit. And this is clear : 
the people who perished in the deluge are living at 
the time of the death of Christ. What the ages have _ 
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been to them since then, whether time is anything to 
a spirit, or will be to us in eternity no one can tell ; 
but here is the statement—the Apostle must have 
had it from his Master—that He went and preached 
to the spirits in prison. What the being in keeping, 
in guard, means, we may not know. But this is 
clear: those whom we call dead are living and 
conscious, they can hear and think, according to this 
statement. It is a thought that staggers the intellect 
of man, that all the untold millions of men who 
have lived on this old globe ever since human 
intelligence was created, are living somewhere. 
They have not ceased to be; they have not ceased 
to think and remember. Death is not a state, it is 
simply an incident, and the spirit which is conscious 
before the incident is conscious after it also ; and to 
some such spirits, this passage says, our Lord went 
and preached. What is not clear, to me at any rate, 
is the reason why these people are selected out of all 
the old world of men and women who once were 
disobedient. When we come to the conclusions to 
to be drawn from this statement, one can only 
humbly and frankly set forth those at which he has 
himself arrived, after a prolonged and prayerful 
study, and leave you to agree or differ as the case 
may be. 

(2) And first it seems to teach that the death of 
Christ, and the full revelation of God’s grace to man 
in Him, has retrospective as well as present and 
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future value. It concerns and embraces all who 
have gone before, as well as all who have gone after, 
for it was for all mankind. If the atonement of 
Christ is for all, if salvation is through Him alone, 
if there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved, it strikes me 
as both reasonable and just, that men who have > 
never had_a chance to hear of Him in this life should - 
have the chance to hear of Him in the other. That 
men who have never heard His name, and never — 
had the offer of salvation through His name here, ~ 
may hear it, and have the offer in the life to come. 
For my own part I am not afraid to say, that I have — 
never been able to think of the heathen as being 
condemned to banishment from the presence of 
Christ, because they have not believed on Him, of 


whom they have never heard. It sometimes seems — 


to me that it will go harder in the Judgment with the — 
selfish Christian who has withheld the light, than — 
with those who have never seen it. I remember the © 
words of our Lord to the people of Capernaum: “It — 
shall be more tolerable for the ae of Sodom in the © 
day of judgment than for you.” 
(3) On the other hand to build, as some have 
done, on this isolated passage with great assurance, : 
the doctrine of universalism is to build without a 
foundation, All that you can say with certainty 
about it is that our Lord preached to people who — 
had not heard of Him, It is true that they had been — 
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preached to by Noah, who was a preacher of 
righteousness. But it may at least have been 
possible, that if the tender preaching of love had 
been with them, and especially the exhibition of the 
horror of sin and the strength of Divine love made 


on the Cross of Calvary, some among them would 


have repented ; that if the mighty works which were 
done in Chorazin and Bethsaida had been done, 
then these people would never have been over- 
whelmed in the flood. But we have no right to say 
on the strength of this passage, nor in my humble 
judgment have we any right to say on the strength 


of any saying of our Lord or His Apostles, that there 


will be preaching of salvation and deliverance in the 
next life for those who have this preaching now and 
neglect and despise it. The heaviest condemnation 
from the lips of the ever lowly. and gentle Saviour 
falls on people, who having had the light, have 
refused to walk in it. The fact is, we have not 
sufficient material in this passage to be dogmatic at 
all. We are not even told what resulted from the 
preaching, and whether the Spirits were liberated. 
The curtain falls, and we are left to conjecture ; but 
at least one can say that the persons who are living 
in the full blaze of Gospel light, who have heard the 
melting appeal of the Cross, and have been the sub- 
jects of the strivings of the Spirit, and have hardened 
their hearts against both, have refused the surrender 


of their lives to God, and persisted in the ways of 
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selfishness and sin, and who are encouraging them- _ 
selves that their opportunity will come in the life 
beyond, have no ground for their assurance in this 
passage, nor, as far as I am aware, in any part of the 
New Testament. I feel that we are dealing with a 
tremendous theme, when we deal with the future life 
of man. It has only pleased our Lord to give us 
hints and gleams concerning it, but such as He has 
given are calculated to fill the soul with awe. No 
one can think of His words, “Depart from Me,” 
the words of Him who now cries, “Come unto Me.” 
No one can think of the figures He employs to 
describe the darkness and horror of unfaithful and 
impenitent men without feeling that the most awful 
thing in this or any world is to have had the offer of 
light, and grace, and help, and love, and goodness, 
and to have turned deliberately away from it. The 
people who do it pronounce their own doom and 
fashion their own character and destiny. From — 
sinning against light may God deliver us all, with all - 
its hardening effect on the soul and character. 
The closing reference of the chapter is to 
baptism, which seems to be suggested to the mind 
of Peter by the mention of the water of the deluge. 
The reference is by no means free from difficulty, — 
but one thought emerges clearly, viz., that baptism is 
a figure, a type, what the prayer book describes as 
an outward and visible sign of an inward and 
spiritual grace. That it figures forth a spiritual fact. _ 
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What he seems clearly to warn men against is the 
perilous idea that the outward act washed away sin, 
which is the idea of the sacramentarian to-day ; not 
that, but a good conscience, a cleansed conscience, a 
healed and sound conscience toward God, the 
consciousness of forgiveness, of peace with Him: 
and this he links with the resurrection of Christ, as 
St. Paul does, who says to Christian people in Rome, 
“Like as Christ was raised from the dead, even so 
ye also should walk in newness of life.” It is an 
appropriate note on which to finish our study. It 
comes twice in the passage, verse 16, and here, and 
it seems to say, “ Get and keep right with your Lord, 
amid difficulty, hardship, reproach, scorn, suffering, 
do His bidding bravely, meekly, thankfully, seek a 
good conscience towards God.” Itis infinitely more 
important than ease and comfort and honour of 
man. Never let the clouds gather between you and 
God. Amid all the mysteries that cluster about the 
death of Christ and the future of men, have a good 
conscience towards God. Remember the first thing 
is ready personal obedience. In all Christian 
ordinances, remember the principle thing is not the 
ordinance, but that which it symbolises, a good 
conscience towards God. It can only be where 
there is loving obedience. Christ is risen and 
crowned Lord: let it be the first business of your 
life to obey and serve Him. 


X. 


Courage and Humilty. 


Part II. 


X. 


Courage and Humility. 


“* Forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye 
ourselves also with the same minds ; for He that have suffered 
in the fiesh hath ceased from sin; that ye no longer should live 
the rest of your time tn the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the 
will of God. For the time past may suffice to have wrought the 
desire of the Gentiles, and to have walked in lasciviousness, 
lusts, winebtbbings, revellings, carousings, and abominable idola- 
tvtes: wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them 
into the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: who shall 
give account to Him that is ready to judge the quick and the 
dead. For unto this end was the gospel preached even to the 
dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, 
but live according to God in the spirit. But the end of all 
things ts at hand: be ye therefore of sound mind, and be sober 
unto prayer: above all things being fervent in_your love among 
yourselves ; for love covereth a multitude of sins: using hospt- 
tality one to another without murmuring: according as each 
hath received a gift, ministering tt among yourselves, as good 
stewards of the mantfold grace of God ; if any man speaketh, 
speaking as it were oracles of God ; tf any man mintsiereth, 
ministering as of the strength which God supplieth: that tn all 
things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, Whose ts the 
glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”—1 PETER, 
ive, 1-11°(R.V;) 
“ ( *HRIST hath suffered, you must suffer.’ So 
Peter begins this chapter. It is the constantly 
recurring theme of this letter, like the light of the 
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“sun, it pervades the whole atmosphere, and the ~ 
Apostle never gets far away from it. Here he has a 
peculiar expression — “Arm yourselves, become i 
soldiers resolute and fully armed soldiers in the 
army of sufferers,” 7.¢., arm yourselves to submit to” 

reproach and scorn, injury and persecution, slander — 
and abuse. “Arm yourselves”’ with the same mind, — 
literally purpose, intention not to retaliate, not to 
revile, not to quarrel, not to resent. We hear — 
people say sometimes, “I made up my mind that I 

would not quarrel, I determined that I would not _ 
lose my temper,’ and we know enough to realise — 
that in many circumstances it requires that we arm 
ourselves very resolutely to carry that purpose — 
unflinchingly through. Arm yourselves with gentle- 
ness, patience, forgivingness, under extreme provo- 
cation. ‘Let this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus.” And arm yourselves with the © 
same intention to live to God’s glory alone, to obey — 
Him at all costs, to resist every temptation that 

would draw you out of the rugged path of fidelity to | 
Him. Arm yourselves to drink His cup and be — 
baptized with His baptism, and to do it in His — 
’ Spirit. « 
There is great moral value in cageane forks 
righteousness sake (not for sufferings’ sake) he seems — 
to say. The man who will endure hardness for 
Christ and His cause will have his scul cleansed of 
many a spiritual disorder, of many a selfish and : 
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cowardly purpose and ambition. As gold is purified 
by fire so the soul is cleansed by trial which comes 
upon it, not merely in the ordinary way, but in the 
way of faithfulness and earnest service. He sees so 
much of the glory of Christ in the furnace, and on 
the other hand so much of the diabolism of evil 
that he is cured of the propensity and desire for sin. 
“Hath ceased from sin,” means the same thing as 
“dead unto sin;” it means that the love of it has 
died out of the heart, and the charm of it has 
perished. 

The second verse more than suggests that while 
suffering for righteousness sake ought to have this 
effect, it may fail to have it. A man who armed 
himself at the beginning may be overpowered either 
by the force of persecution as time goes on, or by 
the solicitations to take care of himself. So he 
heartens and exhorts here and says “Ye who have 
suffered must not lose the fruit of your suffering by 
breaking down. You must go right through. You 
have made.your choice and must abide resolutely 
by it. Here is your ideal of life. You are to be 
ruled, not by the desires of men, but by the will of 
God.’ There, my brethren, is the great alternative 
that is placed before us all, in one direction or the 
other we are all gravitating, under one flag or the 
other we are marching. _It is true that at times we 
seem to veer from one side to the other, but in the 
main we are being ruled either by the desires of 
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men or by the will of God. The desires of men 


may be those common to men, common ambitions, 


to make money, or get pleasure, or power, or they 

may be the selfish desires peculiar to our individual 
temperament, or again, they may be the desires of 
others concerning us. Natural inclination, impulse, 
the fashions of people about us, all seek to rule us; 
and the great question for each of us is: In which 
way shall I live the rest of my time in the flesh ? 


Shall I place myself irrevocably under the will of — 


God and live to it alone, or shall I become the 


obedient servant of the fashion of my time, or the 


unsanctified desires of my own heart, love of show 
or pleasure, or the heaping up of that from which 
I must be parted and which may be a curse to those 
I leave? It is the most serious question we can 
face. For the Christian there ought to be not the 
slightest hesitancy in making the decision, He has ~ 
crossed the line, has declared emphatically in his — 
baptism, I have died to the world, I have begun to 
live to.God. 

He draws a picture of the life that is being 
lived by those who were the neighbours and friends 
of these Christian people in heathen cities, and from 
whom they had been delivered. It was a life of — 
obedience to the desires of the Gentiles, that was 
the way of the world, and Peter, drawing the 
picture: “lasciviousness, lusts, drinking to excess, — 
revellings, carousings, &c.,” says, “Surely you — 
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have had enough of the fashion of these times, you 
see the lengths and the depths to which it led you.” 
I do not suppose that such a picture would appeal 
to us who are here this morning in any other way 
than to call forth our disgust. It looks like a devil’s 
mérrymaking, but the thing that appears is the 
merrymaking, the thrilling excitement of  self- 
indulgence. It is a picture of Roman life as Paul 
and Peter had seen it in pagan cities. It isa 
picture of life as some people are living it to-day in 
what is called fast society. It was the ruin of old 
Rome. God grant that it spread not in the upper 
and lower classes in our national life; and give us 
grace to adhere stedfastly to simple and pure ways 
of living. 

The people to whom Peter wrote had broken 
away from this kind of life. Their breaking away 
had caused surprise and consternation. Their 
refusal to join any longer in this flood of pleasure 
seeking had provoked their neighbours to anger 
and malice, resentment and hatred, they had 
been denounced, abused, persecuted, reviled and 
slandered. And, my brethren, the same thing has 
been going on ever since. Wherever one man 
parts company with others on high and conscien- 
tious grounds, saying, “I can go with you no 
longer,” there is likely to be anger and dislike, 
and sometimes reviling and persecution. The con- 


verting grace of God is a great divider among men, 
IO. 
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and we ought to honour more than we do the men 
who are brave enough in the strength of Christ to — 
endure all the hardness incident to walking in a — 
solitary path of obedience. But once more, before 
we part from this point, let it be clearly stated that — 
we have to make our choice, not, I grant you, ; 
between the excess of self-indulgence pictured here, — 
the world about us may not take that form, and — 
the Christian life, but certainly between the pleasures _ 
of the world and of sin, and the pleasures of doing © 
the will of God and of living to His glory. The call — 
is for clear decision and clear division. Will we — 
live to ourselves and the world, or to the will of 
God ? oe 
The next point (verses 5 and 6) is that by their — 
attitude to such an appeal men will be judged. 
Here is what is clear amid some things that are not 
clear in these verses. (1) Men, all men, will 
be judged, the living and the dead. You can refuse — 
to give yourselves over to the will of God to-day, : 
you can even resent the appeal, you can say: 
“Y don’t care, and I shall go on living as I have 
lived and not face these serious questions.” It is 
still true that every one of us must give account of — 
himself to God. Every man who is on earth and 
every man who is not on the earth but who has — 
lived on it, so it seems to me, is to have the offer of — 
Salvation and Eternal Life in Jesus Christ, and by 
his attitude to this offer he will be judged. Even 
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the old world men, who were judged according to 
men in the flesh, by the physical death which they 
suffered in the waters of the deluge, will be judged 
by their attitude to the preaching of the gospel. And 
does it not seem to you, my brethren, that the man 
who refuses pronounces thereby his own condemna- 
tion? God, who made man in His own image, 
forces no one, else were all virtue taken from the 
acceptance. Christ must be accepted voluntarily if 
He be accepted at all, and the man who rejects 
chooses for himself the way of death and condem- 
nation. 

He introduces a new consideration in verse 7, 
and it dominates all the remainder of the paragraph. 
The end is at hand, the end of all things. He was 
writing in the main to Jewish Christians, and within 
a few years of the destruction of Jerusalem, an event 
so bound up with the Second Advent of Christ in 
His own foreshowing ; that it is impossible to divide 
the one from the other. There was the evident 
feeling in the soul of Paul and James and Peter 
that something catastrophic was about to happen, 
that the words of the Lord were soon to be fulfilled, 
how soon no one knew. We know full well that in 
the destruction of Jerusalem many thousands of 
Jews perished, both there and elsewhere, and to 
those who trusted in Christ it was His coming to 
receive them to Himself, and doubtless His coming 
also in judgment to the city that had rejected Him. 


/ 
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To the Jews who were left it would seem that when — 
the Holy City was gone and the Temple the end of 
all things had come. For ourselves there are two 
ways of regarding this statement. (z) The first is 
that with the end of all things in view an inspired 
Apostle counsels us as to how we should live. 
There is be no panic nor dread, only wise, sober 
and prayerful living. The man whose life is steeped 
in prayer and governed by the will of God is ready 
for anything. Then we are to look to our relations 
to each other, seeking to be generous and faithful 
stewards of whatever we possess. 

(2) The second way of regarding this statement 
is as literal fact. The end of all things zs at hand. 
Our present relations and experiences are temporary. 
Brief life is here our portion, how brief we may not — 
know. Certain it is that our years are hurrying 
from us, carrying with them opportunities that will 
never return. There will come an end to trial, to — 
dark days, to painful struggle ; you will see the dark © 
clouds roll away. Let the worst happen that can, it 


will last but a few years. There will alsocomean _ 


end to possessions of a material sort, to pleasures 


that are physical, to present relations. They areall of — 


them incidents or accidents, they are not the life, they 


will be broken up and you will be called away from * 


them and, says Peter, you must never lose sight of 


that fact. These things are testing and proving you, e 


you will come through them and they will end; “ 


COURAGE AND HUMILITY. _ 149 


and what you have to think of is the end, and what 
sort of a conscience and character you will come 
through with, and what sort of an account you will 
render to Him who is the Judge of all mankind. 
To be wise and sober unto prayer is to see things 
present in their right perspective, to estimate them 
at their true value, not to be befooled by appearances. 
To see what money can do and what it cannot, and 
what trial can and cannot do. It is to keep also 
your right relation to God and to make sure that 
when all this is past you are secure of the inheritance 
- incorruptible, undefiled and unfading. The man is 
rich who has never by loose or selfish living let go 
his hold on that. 

But here are the marks for our guidance. 
The man who is truly wise will seek to live 
every day, as he would seek to live if he 
realised that the end was near. And, first of 
all the virtues in which he should seek to be 
clothed, the great practice of every day, is that of 
love: love of the brethren, love that doesn’t go 
off in rhapsody, but that expends itself in practical 
ways. The great Apostles are at one with each 
other, and with their Master in this and in all the 
fundamentals. You know what John says about it ; 
you know Paul’s immortal song in 1 Cor. xiii. ; you 
know the word of the Lord, “ By this shall all men 
know that ye are My disciples, that ye have love.” 
So Peter, above all things, love, and not only love, 
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but fervent love : not love to God merely, but love 
among yourselves. The love that will consume all 
self seeking in its holy fire, and all envy and malice 
and ill-will. O, how long it has taken the Church 
to learn this lesson, how slow we are to see that it is 
the one infallible sign of discipleship. How often 
the lack of the unselfish kindness and sympathy, 
which are the sure sign of its presence, have proved 
a hindrance in the pathway of those who were 
beginning to journey in the Christian life. The 
distressing part of much of our life is the want of 
care for others; our lack of warm fervent love. We 
are rather proud of our integrity and our industry, 
they are undoubtedly fruits of the Spirit. But the 
chief fruit, by all the shewing of the New Testament, 
is the fervent love among yourselves, of which Peter 
speaks here, and without which Paul declares that : 
everything else is vain. How is it to manifest 

itself? In hospitality, in days when Christians 
were suspected, thrown out of employment, driven _ 
from their homes, spoiled of their goods for their 
faith, hospitality, the opening of the home for their 

entertainment, was often the greatest boon. There 
is still room, even in these favoured days, for the 
exercise of this Christian grace, particularly among < , 


the poor and the lonely, the people in lodgings and 


situations. Concerning such, and the warm hearts 


that welcome them to their hearth with no design — « 


upon them but that of love, the word is especially ‘ 
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appropuiate; “T was a stranger and ye took Me in,” 

We seem to be introduced in the next phrase 
Sto the Christian assembly. The bonds which bind 
the members of it together are to be peculiarly close, 
and the love of the brotherhood is to manifest itself 
in unselfish service. You will observe his assumption, 
or rather, his definite statement, that each one of 
them has received some gift, there is no one in the 
Church, apparently, who has not some qualification 
bestowed of God, not even the poorest. The gifts 
differ, they are manifold, one has money, another a 
home, another music, another teaching power, 
another organising, well the place to display them is 
the Church of God, and they are to be displayed 
there in unselfish service. You are to shew that you 
have them by using them among yourselves in the 
way of service. You are stewards, that is all ; your 
cleverness, if you have it, is God’s gift ; me are 
gifted that you may bestow ; you have nothing that 
you have not received, and the more you have of 
money, or talent, or time, the more the Church has 
a right to expect. Good stewards is the ideal to be 
coveted, not proud scorners, not selfish hoarders, 
good stewards, faithfully using, under God’s directions, 
what He has committed to your care. 

“Tf any man speaketh,” that is a gift which 
some have received, but not all. There are some 
people who are not gifted in that direction, which 
perhaps is a proof of God’s mercy to the Church. 


y 
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He does not make all His saints alike. You are, — 
some of you, distressing yourselves that you cannot 
speak and pray in public. It may be God never 
intended you to do it, and instead of distressing my- 
self I would simply try to ascertain the will of God. 
Nothing is more unjust and absurd than to set up a — 
standard of judgment for Christian people of this 
sort. Some of the most beautiful saints that have 
adorned the life of the Church have been silent 
members as far as public speech and prayer were 
concerned ; and others, who would make their voices 
heard, have distressed and afflicted the people of 
God. When Whittier was asked to do some such 
thing on one occasion, he declared that he could 
sooner walk on a tight rope, and there are many as 
true Christians as he, who feel like him. There are 
other Christian gifts equally necessary, and the silent — 
service which so many render, the service of loving 
and-unselfish deeds is of inestimable value. Still, 
if anyone speak, it isa gift, an enviable gift, never to 
be hidden away and suppressed. If any man speak, 
let it be as it were oracles of God. Let him speak 
under the direction of the Spirit, not to air his own. 
opinions, or to ventilate his own grievances, or to 
promulgate his theory, or to confound his personal 
enemy. Let him speak words that God has given, 
either while he meditated in the quiet of his home, 
or in the meeting of the Church. We are going to 
speak to our classes this afternoon. We can only 
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speak after this pattern as we are much in prayer. 
“Tf any man ministereth.” There are many 
ministries in the Church besides that of speech. 
You can shew kindness, minister comfort in 
sorrow; give of your substance, which is God’s 
gift, organise, speak a word of cheer to a tired 
worker. Jt must be done, or you will stand 
convicted of unfaithfulness. And here is the 
spirit in which it is to be done: “as of the strength 
which God supplieth;”’ which means, not only 
that we seek strength from God to do it aright, 
that of course, but that we remember that the very 
ability to minister which we undoubtedly possess, is 
His gift bestowed upon us, not for our own selfish 
enjoyment, but for that greater enjoyment of serving 
others, which is the express purpose for which it has 
been given. And it means, moreover, that when we 
have done it, there is to be no boasting, no lifting 
up of the soul unto vanity, no looking out for 
effusive votes of thanks, nor expectation of the 
chronicling of our deeds, but a spirit of humble 
thankfulness to God for giving us the power to serve 
others. In everything God is to be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. My brethren, we could not have a 
more appropriate note to leave off with than that. 
It is so perfectly true, that the best and strongest of 
us are nothing, and have nothing apart from God’s 
mercy. Every man who has been through the 
experience that Peter had come through, of sin and 
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forgiveness and restoring grace, will realise that, but 
for the mercy and grace of God, he would be a lost 
and abandoned man. From the power of sin and 
death He has redeemed, and the utmost that we do 
or suffer is infinitely small and poor in comparison. 
All that we have and are, we have and are by His 
free grace and mercy, and through His infinite 
generosity our Lord will say, “ Well done” for every 
act of faithful service ; yet, if we realise in a small 
degree the love wherewith He hath loved us, we 
shall insist with Peter that in all things God and not 
man is to be glorified. 


XI. 
Judgment in the House of God. 
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“ Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, as though a 
strange thing happened unto you: bul insomuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings, rejoice; that at the revelation 
of His glory also_ye may rejoice with exceeding joy. If ye are 
reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are ye; because the 
Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God resteth upon _you. For let 
none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or 
as a meddler zn other men’s matters : but if 7 man suffer as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed ; but let him glorify God in 
this name. For the time ts come for judgment to begin at the 
house of God: and tf tt begin first at us, what shall be the end 
of them that obey not the gospel of God? And tf the righteous 
1s scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear ? 
Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of God 
commit their souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator.”— 
1 PETER, iv., 12-19 (R.V.) 
HE Apostle is harping on the old string. It 
comes in in nearly every paragraph of his 
letter. Suffering for righteousness’ sake, for Christ, 
and with Christ ; enduring reproach, scorn, perse- 
cution. There are some of us who think it strange, 
not that such sufferings and trials have come to us, 
but that Peter says so much on the subject. And I 
suppose that one of the feelings which stirs within 
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us as we read over this constantly recurring refrain — 
in this letter is that of gratitude that we live in so — 
much brighter days. ‘“ What a mercy it is” we are — 
inclined to say, ‘that we do not live in days when it : 

was a crime to be a Christian.’”’ All this talk on the © 


part of Peter that we have been considering, seems to _ 


set the Christian life in such grey and sombre shades. ~ 
It has little or no appeal and application to us, and — 
it is really rather depressing reading for people who 

are fond of laughter and enjoyment, and who like to _ 
think of the Christian life as a very happy and blissful — 


experience. Well, undoubtedly things have greatly 
changed in 1900 years, and as far as we are concerned. 
Society generally has become familiarised with the 
word Christian. It is no longer a novelty here. We 


live in a land that is covered by buildings in which ~ 
Christ is professedly worshipped and His praises © 


sung ; and in which miniature resemblances of the — 


rough Cross on which His bleeding form was nailed, — 
in gems and jewels, are worn by luxuriously dressed — 
and fashionable people. And such a thing as fiery — 
trial, a baptism of blood and tears, because of our © 


faith, seems far remote. Our fathers had it, we are 


told, even in England, but those were the dark days, — 
and we have emerged from them ; these are the days — 


of blessed tolerance and freedom, when we can _ 


start even a Baptist cause in a respectable suburb 


like this, as was done sixteen years ago, and gather — 


quite a respectable congregation together without 
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any molestation or scorn, but amid the honour and 
respect of our neighbours and friends, and the better 
Christians we are, the more we are respected. 

We may well thank God for what we enjoy, and 
_ for the pioneers in the pathway of religious freedom, 
who went through the fiery trial, and were re- 
proached and cast out, becoming “the filth of the 
world and the offscouring of all things,” for Christ 
and His cause, and who changed the face of the 
world. And then let us remember that they could 
have avoided persecution and scorn by a little 
trimming and compromising, and consultation of 
self-interest and their own peace and ease and 
comfort. And this is what many men did: they 
refused to face the strife, to bear the brunt of the 
battle, to sacrifice themselves for Him who had given 
Himself for them. And Peter, in this letter, seems 
to be afraid that the Christians to whom he is 
writing will go that way. He says this fiery trial is 
to test you whether you be genuine metal ; that is 
to say, though men are apparently kindling the fire, 
its flames can go no further than God permits. 
Judgment is beginning at the house of God, and 
everything depends on the way in which they come 
through the time of testing. 

The point where this paragraph appeals to us is 
here. There is still a measure of hardness to be 
endured by people who will be entirely faithful to 
conviction and to Christ. There is still room for 
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sacrifice and self-denial. And there is still danger 
that our love of ease and convenience, our love of 

men’s favour, our dread of scorn, of singularity, 
of some hard names, of anything approaching to 

poverty, will lead us to trim and compromise and 

hide our light and keep our convictions to ourselves. 
That is just the spirit which Peter is afraid will come 

over these Christians in Asia Minor, whom he wants 

to be zealous for that which is good, and not merely — 
secret and silent adherents, and there is danger lest _ 
it should creep over us and lest we should be un- 

worthy to incur odium for Christ’s sake. 

You know, at this time of day, that there are 
some districts in England where a man who is a 
Methodist or a Baptist by conviction, and zealous at 
that, would not be allowed to rent a farm, purely on. 
account of his faith; that there are villages in 
England where scarcely a house can be obtained bya 
pronounced Free Churchman ; that there are still 
villages where, if a poor woman venture into the 
Nonconformist Church, on the strength of conviction 
and to feed the hunger which cannot be satisfied on 
ritual, she may have to suffer for her fidelity. 

Do you not know that certain careers are closed 
to men and women, and promotions denied them, 
because of their deep religious convictions ? That, 
in the realm of conscience, tremendous pressure is 
brought to bear on men to conform to a certain 
standard on penalty of loss and forfeiture ? That 
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many a position is held because people have learnt 
to keep quiet, and smother and keep their convictions 
to themselves? They say this is a very practical 
question: they must not quarrel with their bread 
and butter, and they cannot afford to offend those 
on whose goodwill they are dependent. 

These were precisely the questions which 
confronted these Christians of old times. We 
have never been “reproached for the name of 
- Christ,” we have never “suffered as Christians ;” 
but that may be not because there is no such thing 
known in these days, but because the person next 
door to us did not know we were Christians. We 

have never fought His battles, we have never spoken 
for Him, we have never pleaded with another soul 
to come to Him. If Saul, after his conversion, had 
retired to Tarsus, and occupied himself with tent- 
making, or in scholarly research, going to the 
Synagogue on Sabbaths, and saying nothing to 
anybody of what was in his heart, there would have 
been no stripes and hardships, no hunger and want 
or bonds and imprisonment for him. He might 
have died a rich man, surrounded with comfort and 
honour, instead of being beheaded as a criminal. 
Always remember that the people who, in Peter’s 
phrase, have been “ partakers of Christ’s sufferings 
and have been reproached for the name of Christ,” 
have been so largely voluntarily. They could not 


keep quiet, they could not smother their convictions, 
TI 
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could not pretend; they could not leave wrongs 
and errors, vices and sins, bad customs and bad 
laws alone. The Word of the Lord was as a fire in 
their bones, and they were rash enough to declare it. 
And there is something in their holy daring, their 
absolute and avowed fidelity, which appeals to us in 
these convenience-loving and ease-loving days, when 
we are disposed to shrink from anything like 
sacrifice. They would not ask for our pity. No 
man who could point to such a catalogue of losses” 
and trials as even Paul had endured for Christ 
would ask for that. He would tell us incredulous 
people what Peter tells the Christians here, that the 
path of suffering is the path of infinite joy. That the 
man to be pitied is he who has lived for himself, 
purchased ease and possessions at the price of 
convictions, and has been a coward through fear of 
man. He has missed the approval of his Master 
and the deepest joy that can come to man. 
“Blessed are ye when men reproach you for the 
name of Christ ;’’ when they hate you and curse 
you because you will do right and will not 
leave wrong alone; when they call you a Psalm- 
singing Puritan, or a person with strange and 
peculiar notions because you find your joy in 
religion. Then God comes near, and His Spit 
rests upon you, and you have your reward. 

“See that you suffer in the right cause,” he 
says in verses 15 and 16, “as Christians, because of. 
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your fidelity to Christ.” It is not suffering in itself 
that is creditable, it may be discreditable. If I have 
aroused a man’s antagonism by declaring the truth 
which God has woven into my convictions, that is 
one thing. If I have aroused it by a wanton and 
malicious personal attack, that is another thing. 
They differ as widely as peace and honour won by 
fidelity, and the same things purchased by bartering 
away the truth. We are a little startled by Peter’s 
suggestion that Christians should not suffer as 
murderers. It seems so entirely superfluous ; but 
there are other ways of murdering besides those done 
directly by the hand. The injunction is to the 
effect that the Grace of God is to preserve the 
_ Christian man from injuring anyone, even his worst 
enemy, and from doing any evil in the community. 
No evil deed is to stain his reputation. He may often 
have to go against men’s wishes and customs ; he 
is never to wrong any. By well-doing, he is to live 
- down the charges that are brought against him. 
He is not even to be a “meddler in other men's 
matters,’ and so to bring trouble on himself. It is 
a striking word from which this phrase comes, used 
only here in the New Testament. It really means 
being a bishop in another man’s diocese ; interfering 
and trying to manage and judge and rule where you 
have no right. He has been urging them to be 
zealous for that which is good. It is very easy to 
step over the line from that position into over- 
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zealous and officious interference. And this seems to’ 
be a word of warning against violating the freedom of — 
the individual. There are, undoubtedly, people who © 
suffer, not because they are Christians, but because — 
they imagine they have a right to judge other — 
people’s habits and to set them right, to adjudicate — 
for them in those matters which must ever be 
between a man’s conscience and his own Masta 

and I take it that this is a word of warning to me, 
that there are bounds to a man’s personality that I 
may not pass over. I have a right to bear my — 
aed to every man I know as to what Christ is to — 

; I have a right to plead with men in my Master's | 
name. I have not the right to determine, in ae 
hundred things, what a man may and may not do. 
I have no right to dictate to him as to how he shall 
manage his business, or bring up his family, or vote 
at elections, save that I have the right to declare 
great principles. 1 may suffer deservedly through 
over-officious zeal in seeking to manage men, and 
against that I am warned in this word. 

“Judgment must begin at the house of God” 
(verse 17); not outside the Church in the lives of 
others, but within. There God’s judgment begins, 
and there man’s must begin. And it must begin in- 
that part of the house of God which each man 
provides in his own person. You are in your own 
diocese when you are in your own heart, Christian 
man and Christian woman. Be sure that that is 
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of to God is the person in our own breast. In the 
vision of the Seer of Patmos, our Lord is represented 
with eyes as a flame of fire, and with a sharp two- 
edged sword, walking in the midst of the Churches. 
The condition of the Churches is His_ first 
consideration. The first place for a revival of 
religion is the Church. The first step towards 
winning the world is for Christian people to get right 
with God. If every member would give an hour 
every day this week to a candid examination of his 
or her own life, sitting at the feet of Christ, with a 
sincere and passionate desire to be right with Him 
and to surrender the life to His will, we should have 
the most wonderful services here next Sunday that 
have ever taken place in the history of the Church. 
Try it, and I will try it with you. When Peter 
says the righteous is scarcely saved, he may be 
referring to the many things within and without 
a man which hinder salvation. He surely means 
that there are many hairbreadth escapes, risks, 
contingencies; that it takes the whole of a man and 
all the time to be a Christian. 

Fudgment must begin at the house of God. If 
that means anything at all, it means that there are 
enormous responsibilities involved in the Christian 
position, both respecting our own character and the 
salvation of the world. First of all, there is the 
possibility named in verse 13—a possibility so great 
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and blessed as to make the heart leap for joy at the 
thought of it. I can so live now, so faithfully, 
wisely, bravely, that at the revelation of His glory I 
shall rejoice. I can so live, so cowardly and 

selfishly, I can so trifle away my years asa Christian, 
so seek my own, so shut up my compassions for my — 
brother who is in need, be so oblivious of the 
Lazarus lying at my gate full of sores, so avoid the 
Cross that I shall be covered with shame and con-— 
fusion at the revelation of His glory. We may be 
sure of this that if we say now “Let me have my 
pleasure, and let the world go its own way, the glory 
of Christ is not my concern, there is no need for me 

to travail in soul or to labour for the salvation of 
my fellows,” then, at the revelation of His glory, | 
we shall not rejoice with exceeding joy, we shall 
rather be blinded by the glory and want to hide 
away from it. 1 do not know, my dear brethren, 
that we can ask ourselves any question so important 


as this: “How will my life and conduct appear in 


the light of the revelation of His glory ?”’ : 
There are two questions which the Apostle asks, 

and which are the more impressive because he leaves 

them unanswered. He leaves each soul to answer 
the questions for itself ; but he leaves the questions 
in such a way as to imply that the issues may be 

darker and more tragic than any Mae of his can’ 

describe. 


The first question is concerning the good news" 
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of God, the story of His infinite love to men made 
known in Christ, in His Incarnation; His matchless 
life, His atoning death, and the claims of God 
therein revealed. This Gospel, he says, is something 
to be obeyed, not merely to be admired. A message 
and a call, and those who disobey it, who slight and 
despise it, resist and refuse the love of God. What is 
the man made of who can do it, and who wilfully 
persists in doing it? There must be an end. What 
will it be ? Cause and effect are bound together. If 
salvation is so serious a business as to require the 
constant vigilance and strenuous endeavour of the 
man who may be called righteous ; if he, spite of all, 
has gathered spots and stains which require the mercy 
of God to cleanse, that he may stand in the judg- 
ment, what will become of the man who has 
ignored God, shut Him out of his life and soaked 
‘himself in the foul waters of sin, who has become 
habituated and hardened in the habit of refusing 
_ God and pleasing himself ? 

I say he leaves those questions in their 
impressive awfulness, and seems to say: Let us 
determine, by God’s grace, that we will not be 
among that company, and let us do our uttermost 
to persuade men to obedience and Godliness, 
knowing that there is nothing so terrible in its nature 
and consequence as disobedience to the Gospel. 

The Apostle seems to have entertained this 
serious and solemn enquiry for a moment for the 
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purpose of urging his readers the more diligently 
and strenuously to live for God. Whatever should 
happen, he seems to say, do not be drawn or 
driven into the company of them that obey not the 
Gospel. The life of the Christian ‘is to be enfolded 
in the will of God, whatever the outward experiences 
may be, whether rough or smooth. 
In well-doing, a man may safely commit his 

soul to God, leaving all the issues, knowing that He 
is faithful. But only in well-doing. Leta man be 

able to look up to God, with a clear conscience, and 
the knowledge that he has striven to do His will, 
and there is nothing to fear. No real harm can_ 
come to him. Difficulty may come: it will only 
bring God nearer. Death may befall: it will open 

the door into the presence-chamber of the King. 
This assurance has been the strength of all the 
truest and bravest souls of the past. Would that it 
were ours! That we here and now determined that 

we would do nothing in life but the will of God, 
and then, having irrevocably committed our lives to’ 
His obedience, we could, without faltering, commit 
all to His protection and leave ourselves in His 

hands with perfect and fearless trust. | 


XII. 


The Flock of God. 


We ; 


XII. 


The-Flock-of God. 
(CLOSING STUDY). 


‘The elders therefore among you I exhort, who am a fellow- 

elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am also a 

partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Tend the flock of 
God which ts among you, exercising the oversight, not of con- 

straint, but willingly, according unto God ; nor yet for filthy 

lucre, but of a ready mind ; netther as lording tt over the charge 

allotted to you, but making yourselves ensamples to the fiock. 

And when the Chief Shepherd shall be manifested, ye shall 
receive the crown of glory that fadeth not away. Likewise, ye 

younger, be subject unto the elder. Yea, all of you gird your- 
selves with humility, to serve one another ; for God resisteth the 

proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Humble_yourselves there- 
Sore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time; casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He careth 

Sor you. Be sober, be watchful : your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

whom withstand steadfast in your faith, knowing that the same 

sufferings are accomplished in your brethren who are in the 
world. And the God of all grace, who called you unto His 
eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered a little 
while, shall Himself perfect, stablish, strengthen you. To Him 
be the dominion for ever and ever. Amen. By Silvanus, our 
faithful brother, as I account him, I have written unto you 
briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this ts the true grace of 
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God: stand ye fast therein. She that is in Babylon, elect 


together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Mark my son. — . 


Salute one another with a kiss of love. Peace be unto you ali 
that are in Christ.”—1 PETer, v. (R.V.) : 


HIS chapter contains the concluding counsels 

of Peter’s letter to the Christians in Asia — 
Minor. He addresses himself first to the elders, the 

official leaders and teachers in the Church, setting 


before them their immediate duty and the manner _ 


in which it should be discharged. He has a word 
for the younger members of the churches, and — 
finally some counsels and assurances to all. The 
point of unity in the chapter is in the phrase, “The — 
flock of God.” It is Peter’s description and Paul’s © 


of the Church of Christ. Both men received the oe 


idea from the Master who called Himself the Good — 
Shepherd and His disciples the little flock, and Who 
said also “Other sheep I have which are not of 
this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall — 
hear My voice, and there shall be one flock, One — 
Shepherd.” It is a phrase to be remembered ; it | 
implies, first of all, a difference among men. There 
is a flock of God in the earth: it is to be found in — 
many communities, many churches. There are, 

therefore, people who are not members of the flock 
of God. Some of them may keep company with the 
flock, as goats accompany the sheep in Palestine ; _ 
some our Lord likened to ravening wolves. We — 
remember the word of Christ to some men, solemn = 
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and condemning as His words could be. “Ye 
believe not, because ye are not of My sheep, as I 
said unto you.” And He goes on to say, defining 
the character of the true flock of God: “My sheep 
hear My voice and I know them, and they follow 
Me, and I give unto them eternal life.” So it is the 
man, woman, child who follows Christ, the light 
_ that lighteth every man, who is a member of the 

flock. He calleth all, but between those who listen 
and obey, who accept His guidance and control, and 
those who refuse there is a vital difference. The 
former belong to Him, to use His own figure, as the 
branches belong to the vine, receiving their very life 
from Him and manifesting that life to those 
about them. The others refuse that life, and cut 
themselves off from it. Peter, looking abroad on 
the persecuted and despised Christians in Asia 
Minor, said: ‘ You are the flock of God, called, 
chosen, and obedient.” What immortal dignity the 
thought conferred upon them! And it does upon 
us, if we can only grasp it. We are not, if we are 
Christians ; members of a merely human society, 
the members of which voluntarily agrees to unite 
together, to put up buildings, and observe ordinances 
and engage in certain forms of service. We belong, by 
_God’s infinite grace, to a Divine Society, members 
of which are on earth and in heaven ; all of whom 
have the dignity of sons of God conferred upon 
them, heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ, whose 
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chief joy here and hereafter is that they are led by 
the Son of God. 
li 

It is interesting and important to observe about 
this flock that it needs shepherding, and the first word 
of Peter to his fellow-elders, called by the church — 
and appointed their leaders and teachers, is: 
“(SHEPHERD THE FLOCK.” It was the word which 
the Master had given to him, on that exquisite and 
memorable morning, by the Lake of Galilee: 
“Shepherd My sheep.” They need human shepherd- 
ing. Peter knew it and felt it, as Paul certainly did 
also, saying to the Ephesian elders: “Take heed to 
yourselves and to the flock over which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers.” There is nothing, — 
not even the Divine protection and guidance, that 
can take the place of human shepherding. There is 
a distinct loss if it be omitted. Nothing is more 
certain than the Chief Shepherd calls for human 
help in shepherding His flock. Peter does not 
arrogate any special and separate function to himself. 


He is not the Chief Shepherd ; there is only One to _ 


Whom that Name may be given. Peter is one 
among his brethren, a fellow-elder and on a level 
with them, and says: “We must never neglect the 
flock of God; whatever we do for the outside world 


must not be allowed to draw away our attention — 


from the responsibility which our Lord places upon 
us for each other’s spiritual welfare. : 
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Next to the guidance of God’s Spirit, there is, 
nothing that we need more than human shepherding. 
Personally, I do not want a priest to offer sacrifices 
for me, nor a bishop to regulate my theology and 
ritual; but I do need somebody to care about me 
- spiritually, to grieve, and warn me when I! go wrong, 
to be thankful and approving when I go right, who 
will sympathise and counsel and help to keep me in 
touch with my Master. 

I am quite aware that Peter addresses this 


counsel to certain officers in the church, who 


_ apparently gave their whole time to the service of 
the church, and received, that they might be able to 
do so, the gifts of the people. It is very obvious, 
therefore, that it has a special application to ministers, 
and it most certainly means that, as far as they are 
-concerned, they must do more than preach sermons, 
however learned or eloquent. The man who only 
preaches sermons to a church might almost as well 
not do that. He must take on his heart the care of 
souls and watch over them as one who must give 
account. Not for love of power, not for love of 
money; but for love of Christ and of Christ’s own, 
he must do his work. When any of us ministers 
cease to care for men, when we think more of 
sermons or of institutions than of men, it will be: 
time to stop preaching. But the shepherdly spirit is. 
_to be diffused throughout the church, and to be 
especially exercised by the elders, the experienced. 
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Christians. There are children in the Sunday 


School, some of them the lambs of Christ’s flock ;_ 


there are immature young Christians, learning to live 


the life; there are those who are fleeced and 


¥ 


wounded, and those who sink in the filthy mire of ae 


sin, and what we all need is some one to care for us. 


No one needs it more than a minister. My con-— 


viction is that many a young minister, not to speak 
of older men, goes astray into idleness, or vanity, or 


folly, or indifference, for the want of shepherding. 


Such shepherding as Priscilla and Aquila gave to 


Apollos at the beginning of his most eloquent ee 


ministry. And many a minister will have to thank 


God to the day of his. death for some wise or faithful _ 


counsellors, some wise mother in Israel, some 
spiritually-minded counsellor, some true friend, who 
watched for his soul in tender solicitude, and helped 
to mould his ministry. 

We all need it, and we should all at the same 
time seek to exercise it. For what is it? What is 
meant by “Shepherding ?’’ Not officious interfer- 
ence, not dictatorship, nor patronising condescension, 


much less using people for your own advantage, — : 


But using yourself in their service: taking trouble, 
pains, risk, in order to serve and save others, who 


may not be very interesting nor very grateful when — 


you have done. The shepherd, as P2ter had met — 
him on the Galilean uplands, was not a romantic- _ 


looking figure who had rich emoluments and much 
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honour. He was a rough and rugged man, weather- 
_ beaten, coarsely clad : a man who outwatched the 
stars and listened to the howling of wild beasts, and 
- fought them, imperilling his life for the beloved flock, 
and who would travel many a mile after a straying 
sheep and trudge the wearying journey back with it 
on his shoulder. And it is to the men who are 
willing to do for their fellow-men that which is 
figured forth in those types, and to follow the 
Master in His care for His own, who shall know the 
joy of the Master’s approval here and shall receive 
from the hands of the Chief Shepherd when He shall 
appear, the crown of glory that fadeth not away. 


II. 


Regarding the flock of God as the centre of 
‘this chapter, there are several kinds of danger 
indicated by which they are threatened. The first is 
pride, the very antithesis to the humility to which 
the New Testament continually counsels Christian 
people. Once and again the Bible tells us that 
“God resisteth the proud.” It might with equal 
truth say that the proud resist God. It prevents both 
our shepherding and our being shepherded. It will 
neither condescend to lowly service for others nor 
submit to any guidance which is sought to be 
wielded. So, to meet and quell that spirit, the 
Apostle writes: ‘(Ye younger be subject to the 


elder; yea, all of you one to another. Gird your- 
12 
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selves with humility to serve one another.” Richor — 
poor, take the pride out of yourselves in that way. — 
Pride of station, pride of privilege, of gifts, conceit, — 
of goodness; there is nothing that will be a much — 
greater hindrance to the grace of God in your own — 
heart and the free working of His Spirit in the © 
community to which you belong. It willbe the ruin — 
of any part of the flock of God where it takes deep — 
root. There is really nothing in any man’s achieve- — 
ment or condition of which to be proud. We have 

nothing that we have not received. Saving the — 
virtue of love, I do not know any virtue more © 
constantly insisted on in the New Testament than 
lowliness of mind. ae 


KS ae 


The second danger mentioned here is that of | 
anxious care. Very different, almost the opposite, 
but a very real danger, and one against which Christ — 
strongly warned us. It is a most insidious and well- 
looking foe; but you see at a glance that it despoils — 
us of that quiet trust in God which is the basis of © 
all effective Christian living. One of our old hymns _ 
speaks of cares coming like a “wild deluge,’ and — 
that is how they do come occasionally. ‘Sudden 
wild alarms” concerning our fortune, our reputa- 
tion, some cherished possession. Some of us know 
what it is to lie awake at night, turning hot and cold — 
with positive dread of what may happen on the 
morrow, of the blow that may fall, and we might 
have no God, or a God who has never helped us, to 
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see how we allow this wolf of anxiety to devour our 


_ trust and paralyse us with fear. I think I am as bad 


as anybody in this matter, and require as much 
shepherding, We may be over-anxious about the 


_ tight thing. ‘I am simply worried to death,” is an 


exclamation one sometimes hears. “ Of course, it is 
absolutely useless and fruitless. If you can do 
anything, do it; if you cannot, why waste your 


strength in worry ?”’ So people talk to us, and 


there is much wisdom in it. But there is more still 


in Peter’s word. There is One who careth for you, 


One whom he:calls the Chief Shepherd. “ He, watch- 
_ing over Israel, slumbers not nor sleeps.’”’ A part of 


_ the prerogative of the member of the flock of God is, 


it may claim and enjoy His protection. “The 
beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him, 
‘and the Lord shall cover him all the day long.” I 
believe, my brethren, that this foe comes to the 
bravest of God’s people at times; even the 
champion, who has struck a blow for God and 
truth, will have a reaction after, and the flutter of a 
page of criticism will terrify him. Perhaps it is 


- useless to say: ‘Be brave, be just and fear not.” 


It is better to think of One who stands by your side 
Tising up to help, and then to cast your anxiety on 
Him whose honour is engaged to save the meanest 


_ of His sheep. 


Pit, 
_ And behind pride and anxiety, working upon 
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us through it is our spiritual adversary. It is well 
to connect verses 7 and 8. “Be trustful and ~ 
vigilant; do not be a prey to anxiety, neither allow — 
yourselves to fall victims to sloth and carelessness.” a 
He who said “Be not anxious”’ said also “Watch _ 
and pray.” The fact is, however you may account _ 
for it, the flock of God is menaced by the beast of _ 
prey. It seems to some of us that the figure isa 
little inappropriate, that the devil is not always giving 
timely warning of his approach and a chance to — 
escape. Rather, the tempter stealthily and suddenly 
springs upon you, or insidiously draws you away. _ 
Probably it is the fact of the strength of temptation 

and its devouring capacity that Peter lays emphasise 
on. You may be decoyed first, and devoured after; _ 
lured from the fold of Christ by the bait of the — 
tempter, and, having been drawn from the shelter of _ 
the Shepherd’s authority,.may be at the mercy of — 
the tempter; and what the Apostle means (and he 

speaks from bitter experience) is that every tempta- _ 
tion that would allure us from the safe keeping of .) 
Christ, harmless as it may appear, and even — 
attractive, leading us to break our habit of prayer, — 
&c., has behind it the roaring lion; and, before — 
we know it, we may be swallowed up of worldli- : 
ness, or selfishness, or some form of sin. Ever the — 
Christian must live the watchful life, ever must he — 
keep near in lowly trust to his Lord. The correlative 
to the fact that God is near and we may lean on 
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Him, is that evil is near, and before we know it, if 
- we are careless, we may be in its toils, and the finest 
elements in our lives may be destroyed. 


IV. 


Finally, there is a word of great comfort for all 
of us who are desirous of following Christ. First of 
all, it is the assurance that we need not be devoured 
- or overcome of evil. We can resist even the devil, 
the master spirit of evil himself, steadfast in our 
faith, our reliance on Christ. It may puzzle you to 
know all the reason why the devil is in the world 
- and is allowed to prowl about the flock of God. 
One reason is that you may defeat and foil and 
repulse him in all his wiles. The other word of vast 
and precious assurance is that past ravages can be 
repaired. Listen to the beauty of the passage. The 
God of all grace, grace to sustain, to protect, to 
cleanse and renew, Who called you to His eternal 
glory. Nothing less than that is the high destiny of 
the Christian, . . . . Shall Himself “ perfect.” 
It is a fisherman’s word, used in Matthew, for 
mending nets, and indicating the renewal of anything 
that had deteriorated through wear and tear. The 
God of all grace shall Himself repair the ravages that 
care and trouble and sin have wrought; shall 
Himself renew, restore. Peter knew all about it. 
He knew what it was to repair and refit the fishing 
tackle and make it as good as new, and perhaps 
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even a little stronger. And he knew—for the lion — 
had sadly rent and torn him, he would have been — 
devoured but for the prayers of the Chief Shepherd 
who watched for his soul,—he knew what it was to ~ 
be renewed, restored, stablished, and strengthened. — 
“God Himself shall do it,” he says, the God of all _ 
grace. He will fit you and refit you for His eternal 
glory. Only He can doit. Itisa picture of God ~ 
at work graciously renewing, restoring the soul of 
man, as by-and-bye, in a few weeks now, He will _ 
renew the face of the earth. J¢ is what we all need. — 
Perhaps it is the supreme need of the flock of God 
to-day. We have grown stiff, formal, numb; hope 
of a spiritual sort is dim, zeal has weakened, 
enthusiasm, spiritual passion have been worn away. a 
We are not as good as we were, not of as much use _ 
in the Kingdom of God. We are perhaps losing our _ 
interest in it. We want the reviving breath, the re- _ 
creating energy of the Spirit to pass over our souls. 
Peter says it shall come to these people after they _ 
have suffered a little while. He closes the letteras 
he began it, with the note of suffering. What he — 
seems to say is: “You will come through your — 
suffering all right, and whatever ravages it has made xg 
will be repaired by the grace and power of God’s — 
Spirit. He will heal the wounds and restore the _ 
vigour of all soldiers who fight His battles.” But 
this renewing of which he speaks may begin to be 
ours to-day. We need not wait until we have 
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suffered. It may go on pari passu with the suffering, 
as waste and repair go on concurrently in the human 
body. It only needs that we say with all our hearts 
the words of verse 11, concerning ourselves and all 
- we have, “To Him be the dominion.” He shall 
bear rule over the whole of my life. Amen, 
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